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Thank you for considering my application, 

I am Aneika Dickens, a 2nd year PhD student of Public Administration for NC State’s SPIA. I have research interest in 
performance management and evaluation, mostly using quantitative analysis. I have a background in public policy and 
program evaluation in which I assist community partners with developing best practices for efficiency and quality 
improvements around public service. I am very interested in this position as it provides me further opportunity to delve 
into my research field of data science, and additionally teach students. I hope this cover letter explains my interest and 
experience for the Data Science Graduate Assistant position.  

My strengths include interacting with stakeholders, students, and other researchers. I am open to engagement with 
others and significantly under collaboration. My first professional position was as a Data Analyst for Wilson County 
Dept. of Social Services, where I created program evaluations for each of the social programs within the department. 
This was continuously presented to stakeholders and board members to discuss and analyze best practices. Much of this 
work includes taking learned knowledge through discussion, questionnaires, and observations into data collection and 
manipulation. I grew in my communication skills as I worked with all people within the department. I also grew in  my 
visualization skills by developing engaging data points for program evaluation sessions and discussion. In addition, I 
have been teaching research methods, PS 371, for the Spring 2022 semester, which I will continue after a year of 
research and paper development. This experience, in addition to my working experience as a program evaluator has 
made me capable of communicating and adjusting to real time circumstances and challenges. I am willing to adjust to 
new circumstances or challenges that often impact particular goals, objectives, or outcomes. I understand the nuances 
of research and difficult projects that include a variety of perspectives. I have grown to love engaging with new 
research ideas or tasks till completion. Furthermore, these notions help me understand the vitality of perseverance 
despite difficulty. As a persistent learner, I believe it is important to see a research project through. 

What is also important for reviewers of this application to know about me is that I am a hard worker. I am also a caring 
person, who is invested in the learning of my students and the material that I produce for my field of public 
administration. Furthermore, I find that engagement with others from diverse backgrounds and invested interest is 
critical to advancing knowledge and insights. Essentially, I care about being able to work collaboratively with others as 
a gauge of innovation methodology and program improvement. I am still learning as a student and scholar. My research 
opportunities and working experiences have afforded me the capacity to actively engage in course material. Upon 
reviewing your work, my strengths for this position would be in statistical analysis (manipulation, aggregation, and 
modeling). My expertise is predominantly in Stata, and moderately in R, which is my current preference for learning. 

I have presented group material using Stata, where I created dummy variables, used linear regressions, various 
forms of panel data, and stochastic frontier modeling. My personal work with R currently includes robust linear 
regressions, linear panel models, difference of difference, regression discontinuity, and probit regressions. My 
coursework has facilitated much of this training, but my personal research interests have developed these 
components along the way. Furthermore, I have taken some coursework regarding ArcGIS, though not an expert. I 
do believe I have a foundational understanding of files, command commands, and calculations to answer mapping 
questions of inquiry. 

Overall, I am very excited about this opportunity. It would definitely help me improve my skills and work hand in 
hand with my next academic year of research and academic writing. Furthermore, I do believe I can contribute my 
practitioner and academic perspective to the benefit of this team. I look forward to the opportunity to meet with 
staff, engage in course development and training, and engage students with their research questions if chosen. Thank 
you for the opportunity to apply and the time allotted for reviewing my application. 

Best,
Aneika Dickens
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