

MICHAEL SCOTT PFLANZER
1911 WOLFTECH LN, #104, RALEIGH, NC 27603
MSPFLANZ@NCSU.EDU / (984) 888-9872 / https://www.linkedin.com/in/michaelpflanzer/

SUMMARY
· My current focus is on the ethics of AI and human-AI teaming, but I have a background in psychology, neuroscience, philosophy, and science policy.
· Nearly 2 years of simultaneous experience as a managing editor and 3 as research group coordinator.
· I have 6 years of experience designing experiments, analyzing data, and writing research papers.
· I have experience with rigorous safety and quality assurance standards as a nuclear operator in the US Navy.
· My military experience developed my leadership skills working with a very diverse group of people in high-stress environments.
CURRENT POSITIONS
06/2023-Present	Managing Editor 					AJOB Neuroscience 
06/2022-Present	Research Assistant/Group Coordinator			NC State University
AI in Society	 
NeuroComputational Ethics Research Group
08/2021-Present	Graduate Teaching Assistant				NC State University
Courses Taught:
IDS-201	: Environmental Ethics (Interdisciplinary Studies)			
STS-214	: Introduction to STS (Science, Technology, and Society)
STS-302	: Contemporary Science, Technology, and Human Values (STS)

PREVIOUS POSITIONS
06/2022-08/2023	Guest Managing Editor					AI & Society
Special Issue: Embedding AI in Society 
08/2019-11/2020	Graduate Program Student Government			Duke University 
08/2018-05/2019 	Psychology Research Center Lab Assistant		Edgewood College
09/2016-05/2019	Honors Advisory Committee				Edgewood College
05/2006-05/2009	Canvas Recruiter					United States Navy
02/2002-05/2006	Nuclear Operations and Maintenance Supervisor   	United States Navy
EDUCATION
08/2021-Present	Communication, Rhetoric, and Digital Media (PhD)	NC State University (3.75 GPA)
08/2022-11/2023	Certificate in Applied Statistics and Data Management	NC State University
08/2019-11/2020	Bioethics and Science Policy (MA)			Duke University (3.85 GPA)
08/2015-05/2019	Bachelor of Science in Psychology			Edgewood College (3.86 GPA)
			Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience
			Minor in Philosophy
08/2000-12/2001	Navy Nuclear Power Training Command			United States Navy



PUBLICATIONS

Pflanzer, M., Cecchini, D., Cacace, S., & Dubljević, V. (2025). Morality on the road: The ADC model in low-stakes traffic vignettes. Frontiers in Psychology, 16. DOI=10.3389/fpsyg.2025.1508763
Ferrel, M., Pai Raikar, I., Pflanzer, M., List, G., & Dubljević, V. (2025). Media Representation of Ethical and Social Issues Inherent in Autonomous Vehicle Technology.  AI & Soc (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00146-025-02367-x 
Pflanzer, M., & Dubljević, V. (2025): Regulatory Perspectives on Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation, in Dubljević, V. and Young, J. (Eds.): TMS and Neuroethics, Cham: Springer, Accepted.
Pflanzer, M. (2025). Balancing Transparency and Trust: Reevaluating AI Disclosure in Healthcare. The American Journal of Bioethics, 25(3), 153–156. https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2025.2457700
Cecchini, D., Pflanzer, M. & Dubljević, V. Aligning artificial intelligence with moral intuitions: an intuitionist approach to the alignment problem. AI Ethics (2024). https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-024-00496-5
Pflanzer, M. (2023). Perspectives of Current FDA Guidance on BCI Technology. In: Dubljević, V., Coin, A. (eds) Policy, Identity, and Neurotechnology. Advances in Neuroethics. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-26801-4_14
Pflanzer, M., Dubljević, V., Bauer, W.A. et al. Embedding AI in society: ethics, policy, governance, and impacts. AI & Soc 38, 1267–1271 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s00146-023-01704-2
Pflanzer, M., Traylor, Z., Lyons, J.B. et al. Ethics in human–AI teaming: principles and perspectives. AI Ethics 3, 917–935 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1007/s43681-022-00214-z

IN PREPARATION
Pflanzer, M. ([IN PREPARATION]). Garbage In, Harm Out: The Ethics of AI and the Afterlife of Bias.
Pflanzer, M. ([IN PREPARATION]). Linguistic Imperialism in the Age of AI: Language Policy, Epistemic Injustice and the Digital Colonization of Knowledge.
Pflanzer, M. ([IN PREPARATION]). The Epistemological Arms Race: Generative AI, Academic Integrity, and the Future of Scholarly Communication.
CONFERENCES / PRESENTATIONS
Pflanzer, M. (2023, June). Public perspectives on autonomous technology: A semantic analysis of YouTube comments on autonomous vehicles and weapons. Biennial Conference of the Society of Philosophy and Technology, Tokyo, Japan.
Pflanzer, M. (2023, January). Media Representation and Public Sentiment towards Autonomous Vehicles. Presented to the North Carolina School of Science and Math.
Pflanzer, M. (2022, October). [Clubhouse Podcast: Quantum Photonics] Presentation of Ethics in human-AI teaming: principles and perspectives by Pflanzer, M., Traylor, Z., Lyons, J.B. et al. (2022).
Pflanzer, M., Schroeder, L., & Spector, F. (2019, March). Reading faces: Using short-term training to evaluate trait empathy and micro-expression trainability. Annual Conference of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, San Francisco, CA.
Pflanzer, M., Eschmann, B., & Spector, F. (2018, April). Reading faces: Using short-term training to evaluate trait empathy and micro-expression trainability. National Conference for Undergraduate Research, Edmond, OK.
Pflanzer, M. & Howell, R. (2017, December). An ethics discussion regarding CRISPR technologies. Edgewood Engaged Research Conference. Edgewood College, Madison, WI.
