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Education

Ph.D. Duke University, Durham, NC; 8 May 1994

Major: Reformation Studies & the History of Early Modern Europe; Minor: Religion
M.A. Duke University (European History & Religion); May 1989
M.F.A. University of Oklahoma School of Drama (Acting/Directing), August 1977; Minor: Art History
B.F.A. in Theatre, Tulsa University; 3 June 1973. Double major: Theatre and Art/Art History
Teaching areas

Specialization: Reformation Studies; Renaissance/Early Modern Europe; Europe in the Middle Ages. Also: Modern Europe; European Women’s History [pre-modern]; The History of Christian Thought [pre-modern]; World Religions; Western Civilization; Humanities.
Teaching experience
· Teaching Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University, teaching Europe 1300-1815 [History 209] and The Middle Ages [History 208]; spring 1990 to present.

· Adjunct Professor, Columbia Southern University, teaching Western Civ I, October 2019 to present. 

· Adjunct Professor, Strayer University (online and South Raleigh campus), teaching Humanities, World Religions, The Experience of Modern Art, Critical Thinking, African-American History and U.S. History since 1865; October 2008 to December 2017.
· Adjunct Professor, Univ of Phoenix (online), teaching Humanities, World Religions, Introduction to Art; October 2008 to December 2017.

· Co-instructor, Duke University, teaching undergrad seminar: Germany since 1933, spring 1994. I taught the initial part of the course: Germany 1933-45. 
· Guest Instructor, Duke University, teaching undergrad seminar: Costume, Class and Gender in European Society, spring 1992. [I created this seminar and proposed it to the History faculty.] Course approved for credit toward the certificate in Women’s Studies.

· Adjunct Instructor, Duke University, teaching undergrad seminars, Europe to 1700 (History 21S), fall 1992, and Europe since 1700 (History 22S), spring 1993. Courses approved for credit toward the certificate in Women’s Studies.
· Teaching assistant/preceptor, Duke University History Department – Europe to 1700 (History 21D), fall 1989-91, and Europe since 1700 (History 22D), 1990-92.

Other Relevant Work Experience

· Arts Editor, Spectator magazine, Raleigh, NC, 1995-99. I managed assignments for the arts section, wrote features, edited copy and did some of the photo editing.
· Music Journalist, 1993-2010, writing features and album reviews for Billboard magazine, Wired magazine, National Geographic’s World Music website, CDnow website, CMJ/New Music Monthly magazine, Dirty Linen magazine. 
· Featured music columnist, Durham Herald-Sun newspaper, Durham NC, 2000-2010.

Dissertation
The Chaste Heart: Martin Luther and the Discourse on Marriage & Celibate Practice in Christian Theology, 1521-1559.
The purpose of my dissertation is to delineate how, in theological/exegetical terms, Martin Luther reshaped the traditional Christian (Catholic) doctrines of marriage and celibate practice. My central thesis is that Luther radically altered the Christian understanding of the relative values of celibacy and marriage in the early sixteenth century. In the process he advanced a brilliant new theological evaluation of marriage which virtually “re-sanctified” this estate. He also undertook a vigorous denunciation of monastic practice, censuring this ascetic mode of life as “blasphemous,” and coupled this attack with a systematic denial that celibacy was a superior state to marriage in any but the most spiritually-refined sense. In detailing Luther’s theological position in this discourse I have also made use of the Augsburg Confession and Philipp Melanchthon’s Apology of the Augsburg Confession.

My methodological approach to this problem entailed systematizing the disputation over marriage and celibate practice which arose between Luther and his Catholic opponents. This allowed me to analyze early sixteenth-century Catholic thought on marriage and celibacy as these theologians scrambled to meet the threat posed to Catholic practice by Luther’s teaching. In replicating the Catholic portion of this discourse I have chosen to utilize the pertinent works of John Eck, Josse Clichtove, Johann Faber, Johannes Cochlaeus, Bartholomeus von Usingen and Johann Dietenberger. I have also made extensive use of the Roman Confutation of the Augsburg Confession, which was co-authored in 1530 by 14 of the most prominent Catholic theologians in western Europe.
I also employed the work of John Calvin on marriage and celibacy, in order to demonstrate how a mainstream Protestant theologian received Luther’s paradigm and endeavored to place his own thought within Luther’s theological framework (on these specific issues, that is). Like Eck and Clichtove (and their compatriots), I see Calvin as a scholar who was also reacting to Luther’s thought on the relative merits of celibate practice and marriage. Unlike the Catholic theologians, however, Calvin was basically receptive to Luther’s new paradigm and sought to prove the validity of it by demonstrating its fundamental compatibility with his broader theological system. Calvin’s work, therefore, is inclusive of Luther’s re-conceptualization of marriage, while the Catholic theologians’ work tends to be exclusive of this shift.
My initial chapter begins with a brief and specific examination of the Patristic discourse on marriage and virginity, followed by a chapter which places this traditional paradigm in the context of medieval Scholastic thought, thereby providing an intellectual and historical context for Luther’s radical break with traditional notions. The rest of the dissertation deals with the sixteenth-century discourse on these matters. Specific chapter titles are: [3] Marriage and Procreation as Divinely Ordained Practice; [4] Is Marriage Forbidden to Christian Priests? [5] The Vow of Celibacy; [6] Human Sexuality and the Vow of Celibacy; and [7] Faith, Marriage, and the Vow of Celibacy.
Dissertation Chair: Tom Robisheaux

Scholarly Papers

· “The ‘Woman Question’ and the Sixteenth-Century Discourse on Marriage and Celibate Practice.” Graduate Research Conference, sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program, Duke University, Nov. 7, 1992, Durham, N.C.

· “The Evil Days of Marriage: The Hidden God, the Theology of the Cross, and Marriage in the Thought of Martin Luther.” International Conference on Marriage & the Family in Western History, May 1992, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada.
· “Reading Calvin Reading Eve: Stereotype, Illusion, A Woman’s Place, and Calvin As the Author of Genesis 1-3.” Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, October 1991, Philadelphia.

· “Luther’s Kleiner Katechismus: An Attempt to Control Religious Discourse in Reformation Germany.” American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature Conference, November 1990, New Orleans.

· “The Idea of Order at Schleitheim: Society, Orthodoxy, and the Word of God in the Anabaptist Belief System.” Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, October 1989, Minneapolis.
Languages

French, German, Latin
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