
 

Updated: January 29, 2021 

Sarah L. Desmarais, Ph.D. 

North Carolina State University 
2310 Stinson Road, Poe Hall 714A 
Campus Box 7650 
Raleigh NC 27695-7650 
Email: sdesmarais@ncsu.edu │ Phone: (919) 515-1723   
Faculty Profile: http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/sldesmar 
Lab Website: http://ncsuforensicpsychology.com/ 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

Professor  2019 – 
Department of Psychology, North Carolina State University  

Director   2018 – 2020 
Center for Family and Community Engagement, North Carolina State University  

Associate Professor  2015 – 2019 
Department of Psychology, North Carolina State University  

Assistant Professor  2012 – 2015 
Department of Psychology, North Carolina State University  

Assistant Professor (joint appointment) 2010 – 2012  
Department of Mental Health Law & Policy / Department of Community & Family Health 
University of South Florida 

 

Instructor 2009 
School of Population and Public Health, University of British Columbia  

Postdoctoral Research Fellow 2008 – 2010 
School of Population and Public Health, University of British Columbia  

Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow 2008 – 2010 
Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia  

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. in Psychology  2008 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada  
Specialization: Forensic Psychology and Law 

 

M.A. in Psychology 2005 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada 
Specialization: Forensic Psychology and Law 

 

B.A. in Psychology (Honours with Distinction) 2003 
University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada   

RESEARCH CONTRACTS AND GRANTS 

Currently Funded  

Division of Social Services, NC Department of Health and Human Services ($1,365,566) 2020 – 2021 
Title: Family-Centered Practice Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Charles Koch Foundation 2020 - 2023 
Title: Improving Policing Practices: A Collaborative Project for North Carolina  
Role: Co-Principal Investigator (Principal Investigator of $243,503 subaward) 
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MacArthur Foundation 2020 - 2021 
Title: Pretrial Risk Management in the Safety and Justice Challenge ($1,085,558) 
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $150,712 subaward) 

 

Non-laboratory Scholarship/Research Support Program, NC State University ($15,000) 2020 
Title: Military Health and Well-Being Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2020 
Title: Using Secondary Data to Examine How Sociopolitical Conditions Impact Pathways to Radicalization 

Over Time 
Role: Principal Investigator (Principal Investigator of $119,093 subaward) 

 

National Science Foundation RAPID: Collaborative Proposal ($20,485) 2018 – 2020 
Title: CARING: Capacity Adjustment, Resilience, and Information sharing in a Network for Good 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

 

National Science Foundation Engineering Research Center (ERC) Planning Grant ($99,998) 2018 – 2020 
Title: Engineering Research Center for EMpowering People to achieve Optimal Well-being through 

Engineering Research: EMPOWER Center 
Role: Co-Investigator 

 

Completed 

Faculty Research & Professional Development Fund, NC State University ($4,000) 2019 – 2020 
Title: Health and Well-Being Among Active Duty and Veteran U.S. Armed Forces Service Members: The Role 

of Self and Perceived Stigma of Military Identity 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Division of Social Services, NC Department of Health and Human Services ($1,384,239) 2019 – 2020 
Title: Family-Centered Practice Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Wake County, North Carolina ($118,918) 2018 – 2020 
Title: Risk Assessment Instruments for Pre-Trial Release 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

UNC Center for Health Equity Research/NC TRaCS Institute ($49,851) 2019 
Title: Opioid Prevention among Adolescents in Rural North Carolina 
Role: Co-Investigator 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2019 
Title: Using Secondary Data to Answer Key Radicalization Questions 
Role: Principal Investigator (Principal Investigator of $92,131 subaward) 

 

Division of Social Services, NC Department of Health and Human Services ($1,510,338) 2018 – 2019 
Title: Family-Centered Practice Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2018 
Title: Resisting Influence and Supporting Stability Campaign (RISSC) 
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $124,296 subaward) 

 

US Department of Justice, Office of Violence Against Women and National Institute of Justice 2017 – 2019 
Title: Use of Restorative Justice to Address Intimate Partner Violence 
Role: Co-Investigator (Co-Principal Investigator of $85,223 subaward) 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2017 
Title: Affiliations 
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $34,880 subaward) 
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Wake County, North Carolina ($94,598) 2017 
Title: Mental Health Characteristics and Outcomes of Wake County Detainees 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

NC Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Social Services ($253,478) 2016 – 2017 
Title: Supporting Family-Centered Practice 
Role: Co-Investigator 

 

Faculty Research & Professional Development Fund, NC State University ($4,000) 2016 – 2017 
Title: Current Practices for Psychosis Screening and Treatment in U.S. Jails 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Undergraduate Research Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, NC State University ($4,500) 2016 
Title: Understanding Membership in Terrorist Groups: A Systematic Review  
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2016 
Title: Behavior Modeling  
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $34,370 subaward) 

 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University 2015 
Title: Advanced Concepts  
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $46,843 subaward) 

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse R34 ($677,406)  2014 – 2019 
Title: Treating Co-Occurring Substance Use and Mental Disorders among Jail Inmates 
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $168,837 subcontract with RTI International) 

 

Junior Faculty Development Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, NC State University ($4,000) 2014 
Title: Application of Information Technology to Improve Identification of Adults with Mental Illnesses in the 

Criminal Justice System: A Development Project 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

Department of Veterans Affairs ($100,000) 2014 
Title: Assessment of Suicide, Violence, and Related High-Risk Behavior in Veterans  

 Role: Co-Principal Investigator  
 

Laboratory of Analytic Sciences, NC State University ($309,208) 2014 
Title: User Psychology  
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $64,536 subaward) 

 

Scholarship & Research Award, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, NC State University ($4,995) 2013 
Title: Mobile Technologies for the Assessment and Treatment of Adults with Serious Mental Illness: A Survey 

of Clinicians 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse ($1,853,760) 
Title: Institute for Translational Research Education in Adolescent Drug Abuse 
Role: Consultant (contract with the University of South Florida) 

2012 – 2017 

Department of Defense ($4,764,393) 2012 – 2017 
Title: Multimodal Retrospective and Prospective Unit-Level Analysis of Military Workplace Violence 
Role: Consultant ($36,000 contract with RTI International) 

 

National Institute of Mental Health R01 ($667,748) 2012 – 2016 
Title: Violence and Victimization in Adults with Mental Illness: An Application of Integrated Data Analysis  
Role: Co-Investigator (Principal Investigator of $101,516 subcontract with RTI International) 

 

Council of State Governments Justice Center ($18,100) 2012 – 2013 
Title: Instruments Used to Assess Risk of Recidivism in the United States 
Role: Principal Investigator 
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Bristol Meyers Squibb Foundation Research Grant ($291,292) 2011 – 2015 
Title: Coordinated System of Care for Justice-Involved Adults with Mental and Substance Use Disorders  
Role: Principal Investigator of Evaluation (subcontract with South Florida Behavioral Health Network) 

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse Administrative Supplement ($100,000)  2011 – 2012 
Title: Patient-Level Vivitrol Outcomes Sub-Study  
Role: Investigator   

 

Palm Beach County Criminal Justice Commission Research Contract ($100,000) 2011 – 2012 
Title: Evaluation of Reentry Services in Palm Beach County 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

 

Florida Agency for Health Care Administration Research Contract ($82,652) 2011 – 2012 
 Title: Impact of Service Utilization over Time on Risk of Arrest among Adults with Severe Mental Illness 

Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

National Institute on Drug Abuse Pilot Study ($8,750) 2011 – 2012 
Title: Mental Health and Substance Use-Related Treatment Needs of Women Offenders in Batterer 

Intervention Programs 
Role: Principal Investigator (under a P30 Research Core Center award to R. Peters) 

 

Florida Department of Children and Families Reinvestment Grant ($90,000) 2010 – 2014 
Title: Criminal Justice, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Expansion Grant Project 
Role: Principal Investigator  

 

Eckerd Family Foundation, Inc. Research Grant ($20,000) 2010 – 2011 
Title: Hillsborough County Domestic Violence Safety and Surveillance Audit 
Role: Principal Investigator  

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse Pilot Study ($9,956) 2010 – 2011 
Title: Effectiveness of the START:AV in Youth Detention 
Role: Principal Investigator (under a P30 Research Core Center awarded to R. Peters) 

 

Mental Health Commission of Canada Research Contract ($100,000) 2009 – 2011 
Title: Interactions between Police and People Living with Severe Mental Illness 
Role: Co-Investigator & Project Co-Director 

 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research Operating Grant ($372,069) 2008 – 2011 
Title: Doing Time: A Time for Incarcerated Women to Develop a Health Strategy 
Role: Co-Investigator 

 

Metropolis British Columbia Seed Grant ($13,793)  2009 – 2010 
Title: Assessment for Partner Violence in the Perinatal Period: When, Where, and What Next? 
Role: Co-Investigator 

 

National Network for Aboriginal Mental Health Research Seed Grant ($5,000) 2009 - 2010 
Title: Aboriginal Health Outside of the Gates 
Role: Co-Investigator  

 

British Columbia Mental Health and Addictions Research Network Seed Grant ($7,500) 2008 – 2010 
Title: Perinatal Mental Health Outcomes: The Impact of Abuse 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator  

 

The Consortium for Applied Research and Evaluation in Mental Health Seed Grant ($10,750) 2008 – 2009 
Title: Partner Violence Intervention during Pregnancy: Efficacy in Improving Maternal Mental Health  
Role: Co-Investigator  

 

American Psychology-Law Society Student Grant-in-Aid ($750) 2008 
Title: Evaluating the Credibility of Intimate Partner Abuse Reports: The Role of Consistency and Social 

Categorization  
Role: Principal Investigator 
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The Consortium for Applied Research and Evaluation in Mental Health Seed Grant ($9,260) 2007 – 2008 
Title: Patients’ Perceptions of their own Risk and Protective Factors: Transforming Insight into Treatment 

Advancements 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

American Psychology-Law Society Student Grant-in-Aid ($500) 2007 
Title: Consistency of Intimate Partner Abuse Reports: Evidence For or Against Unique Memory Mechanisms  
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

British Columbia Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission Research Grant ($5,000) 2005 – 2006 
Title: Comparison between In Vivo and File-Based Risk Assessments of Forensic Psychiatric Patients 
Role: Co-Investigator  

 

American Psychology-Law Society Student Grant-in-Aid ($250) 2005 – 2006 
Title: A Preliminary Investigation of Media Portrayals and Juror Knowledge 
Role: Principal Investigator 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

*Indicates co-authors who are my current or former students or postdoctoral fellows. 

Scholarly Journals 

Dubljevic, V., Cacace, S., & Desmarais, S. L. (accepted). Surveying ethics: A measurement model of Preference for Precepts 
Implied in Moral Theories (PPIMT). Review of Philosophy & Psychology.  

*Katon, A., *Brugh, C. S., Desmarais, S. L., Simons-Rudolph, J., & *Zottola, S. A. (2021). A qualitative analysis of drivers among 
military-affiliated and civilian lone actor terrorists inspired by Jihadism. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 44, 138-155. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1799520  

*Brugh, C. S., Desmarais, S. L., & Simons-Rudolph, J. (2020, May 6). Application of the TRAP-18 framework to U.S. and 
western European lone actor terrorists. Studies in Conflict and Terrorism. Advance online publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1758372  

*Cartwright, J. K., Desmarais, S. L., Grimm, K. J., Meade, A. W., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2020). Psychometric properties of the 
MacArthur Community Violence Screening Instrument. International Journal of Forensic Mental Health Services, 19, 253-
268. https://doi.org/10.1080/14999013.2020.1718246  

Cunningham, C., Cramer, R. J., *Cacace, S., Franks, M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2020). The Coping Self-Efficacy Scale: Psychometric 
properties in an outpatient sample of active duty military personnel. Military Psychology, 32, 261-272. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/08995605.2020.1730683  

Davoudzadeh, P., Grimm, K., Widaman, K. F., Desmarais, S. L., Tueller, S., Rodgers, D., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2020). Estimation of 
latent variable scores with multiple group item response models: Implications for integrative data analysis. Structural 
Equation Modeling: A Multidisciplinary Journal, 27, 931-8-941. https://10.1080/10705511.2020.1724113    

Desmarais, S. L. (2020). The role of risk assessment in the criminal justice system: Moving beyond a return to the status quo. 
Harvard Data Science Review, 2(1). Retrieved from https://hdsr.mitpress.mit.edu/pub/60jfy7hm  

Desmarais, S. L., & *Zottola, S. A. (2020). Violence risk assessment: Current status and contemporary issues. Marquette Law 
Review, 103, 793-817. https://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/mulr/vol103/iss3/6  

Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S. A., *Lowder, E. M., & *Duhart Clarke, S. E. (2020, June 18). Predictive validity of pretrial risk 
assessments: A systematic review of the literature. Criminal Justice and Behavior. Advance online publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820932959  

Evans, R., Widman, L., Javidi, H., Troutman Adams, E., *Cacace, S., Prinstein, M. J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2020, August 12). 
Preliminary evaluation of a prescription opioid misuse prevention program among rural middle school students. Journal 
of Community Health. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10900-020-00899-5  

*Lowder, E. M., *Rade, C. B., Ware, D., & Desmarais, S. L. (2020). Barriers and facilitators to the use of the SSI/SSDI Outreach, 
Access, and Recovery (SOAR) model with justice-involved adults. Psychiatric Rehabilitation Journal, 43, 244-252. 
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/prj0000403  

https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1799520
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2020.1758372
https://doi.org/10.1080/14999013.2020.1718246
https://doi.org/10.1080/08995605.2020.1730683
https://10.0.4.56/10705511.2020.1724113
https://hdsr.mitpress.mit.edu/pub/60jfy7hm
https://scholarship.law.marquette.edu/mulr/vol103/iss3/6
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820932959
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10900-020-00899-5
https://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/prj0000403
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Desmarais, S. L., & *Lowder, E. M. (2019, November 25). Principles and practices of risk assessment in mental health 
diversion programs. CNS Spectrums. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1092852919001652Pub  

*Brugh, C. S., Desmarais, S. L., Simons-Rudolph, J., & *Zottola, S. A. (2019). Gender in the Jihad: Characteristics and outcomes 
among women and men involved in jihadism-inspired terrorism. Journal of Threat Assessment and Management, 6, 61-
75. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/tam0000123   

Burnette, J. L., Forsyth, R. B., Desmarais, S. L., & Hoyt, C. L. (2019). Mindsets of addiction: Implications for treatment 
intentions in an online sample of substance users. Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 38, 367–394. 
https://doi.org/10.1521/jscp.2019.38.5.367  

*Johnson, K. L., Desmarais, S. L., Tueller, S. J., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2019). Methodological limitations in the measurement and 
statistical modeling of violence in adults with mental illness. International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric Research, 28, 
e1776.  https://doi.org/10.1002/mpr.1776  

*Kamke, K., Widman, L. M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2019, December 17). Evaluation of an online sexual health program among 
adolescent girls with emotional and behavioral difficulties. Journal of Child and Family Studies. Advance online 
publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01685-1  

*Lowder, E. M., Morrison, M. M., Kroner, D. G., & Desmarais, S. L. (2019). Racial bias and LSI-R assessments in probation 
sentencing and outcomes. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 46, 210-233. https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854818789977  

*Zottola, S. A., Desmarais, S. L., Neupert, S. D., *Dong, L., Laber, E. B., *Lowder, E. M., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2019, August 5). 
Results of the Brief Jail Mental Health Screen across repeated jail bookings. Psychiatric Services. Advance online 
publication. https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201800377  

*Cartwright, J. K., Desmarais, S. L., *Johnson, K. L., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2018). Performance and clinical utility of a short 
violence risk screening tool in U.S. adults with mental illness. Psychological Services, 15, 398-408. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/ser0000183 

*Cartwright, J. K., Desmarais, S. L., Hazel, J., Griffith, T., & Azizian, A. (2018). Predictive validity of HCR-20, START, and Static-
99R assessments in predicting institutional aggression among sexual offenders. Law and Human Behavior, 42, 13-25. 
http://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000263  

Cramer, R. J., *Johnson, K. L., Nobles, M. R., Holley, S. R., Desmarais, S. L., Gemberling, T. M., Wright, S., & Van Dorn, R. A. 
(2018, September 28). Adverse behavioral health outcomes associated with self-directed violence and victimization 
experiences. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518801941  

*Lowder, E. M., *Rade, C. B., & Desmarais, S. L. (2018). Effectiveness of mental health courts in reducing recidivism: A meta-
analysis. Psychiatric Services, 69, 15-22. http://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201700107  

Nobles, M. R., Cramer, R. J., *Zottola, S. A., Desmarais, S. L., Gemberling, T. M., Holley, S. R., & Wright, S. (2018). Prevalence 
rates, reporting, and psychosocial correlates of stalking victimization: Results from a three-sample cross-sectional study. 
Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, 53, 1253–1263. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-018-1557-3  

*Prevatt, B.-S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2018). Facilitators and barriers to disclosure and help-seeking for postpartum mood 
disorder symptoms to a healthcare provider. Maternal and Child Health, 22, 120-129. http://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-
017-2361-5   

*Prevatt, B.-S., *Lowder, E. M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2018). Peer-support intervention for postpartum depression: Participant 
satisfaction and program effectiveness. Midwifery, 64, 38-47. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2018.05.009  

*Rade, C. B., Desmarais, S. L., & Burnette, J. L. (2018). Implicit theories of criminal behavior: Fostering public support for ex-
offender community reentry. Applied Psychology in Criminal Justice, 14, 14-36. 

Cramer, R. J., Desmarais, S. L., *Johnson, K. L., Gemberling, T. M., Nobles, M. R., Holley, S. R., Wright, S., & Van Dorn, R. A. 
(2017). The intersection of interpersonal and self-directed violence among general adult, college student, and sexually 
diverse samples. International Journal of Social Psychiatry, 63, 78-85. http://doi.org/10.1177/0020764016683728  

Desmarais, S. L. (2017). Commentary: Risk assessment in the age of evidence-based practice and policy. International Journal 
of Forensic Mental Health, 16, 18-22. http://doi.org/10.1080/14999013.2016.1266422  

Desmarais, S. L., Simons-Rudolph, J., *Brugh, C., *Schilling, E., & Hoggan, C. (2017). The state of scientific knowledge 
regarding factors associated with terrorism. Journal of Threat Assessment and Management, 4, 180-209.   
http://doi.org/10.1037/tam0000090  

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1092852919001652Pub
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__dx.doi.org_10.1037_tam0000123&d=DwMGaQ&c=XuwJK26h77xqxpbZGgbjkdqHiCAgI8ShbCmQt4lrFlM&r=ChDTNnpDGthM0W0O3BzS1g&m=NAN018vUyFCZPAbOnlf32tFYqGUO-Q68IWjpvooESgU&s=U8ORvI2uMdr2RySFC9Mv4kDzXqcDXzJuNd-I43KPy4o&e=
https://doi.org/10.1521/jscp.2019.38.5.367
https://doi.org/10.1002/mpr.1776
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-019-01685-1
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854818789977
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201800377
http://psycnet.apa.org/doi/10.1037/ser0000183
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000263
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260518801941
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201700107
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-018-1557-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-017-2361-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10995-017-2361-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2018.05.009
https://doi.org/10.1177/0020764016683728
https://doi.org/10.1080/14999013.2016.1266422
http://doi.org/10.1037/tam0000090
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Janssen, P. A., Korchinski, M., Desmarais, S. L., Albert, A. Y.K., Condello, L.-L., Buchanan, M., … Martin, R. E. (2017). Factors 
that support successful transition to the community among women leaving prison in British Columbia: A prospective 
cohort study using participatory action research. CMAJ Open, 5, E717-E723. http://doi.org/10.9778/cmajo.20160165  

*Lowder, E. M., Desmarais, S. L., Neupert, S. D., & *Truelove, M. (2017). SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access, and Recovery Program 
(SOAR) application outcomes in adults experiencing or at-risk of homelessness. Psychiatric Services, 68, 1189-1192. 
http://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201600568 [Featured Editor’s Choice article, May 2019.] 

*Lowder, E. M., Desmarais, S. L., *Rade, C. B., *Johnson, K. L., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2017, April 15). Reliability and validity of 
START and LSI-R assessments in mental health diversion clients. Assessment. Advance online publication. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/1073191117704  

*Lowder, E. M., Desmarais, S. L., *Rade, C. B., Coffey, T., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2017). Models of protection against recidivism in 
adults with mental illnesses. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 44, 893–911. http://doi.org/10.1177/0093854817710966  

*Morgan, J. K., & Desmarais, S. L. (2017). Associations between time since event and posttraumatic growth among military 
veterans. Military Psychology, 29, 456-463. http://doi.org/10.1037/mil0000170  

*Morgan, J. K., Desmarais, S. L., Mitchell, R. E., & Simons-Rudolph, J. (2017). Posttraumatic stress, posttraumatic growth, and 
satisfaction with life in military Veterans. Military Psychology, 29, 434-447. http://doi.org/10.1037/mil0000182  

*Morgan, J. K., Desmarais, S. L., & Neupert, S. D. (2017). An integrated model of health and happiness among post 9/11 
military Veterans. Military Behavioral Health, 5, 236-244. http://doi.org/10.1080/21635781.2017.1310681  

Neupert, S. D., Desmarais, S. L., Gray, J. S., Cohn, A. M., Doherty, S., & Knight, K. (2017). Daily stressors as antecedents, 
correlates, and consequences of alcohol and drug use and cravings in community-based offenders. Psychology of 
Addictive Behavior, 31, 315-325.  http://doi.org/10.1037/adb0000276  

*Prevatt, B.-S., Desmarais, S. L., & Janssen, P. A. (2017). Lifetime substance use as a predictor of postpartum mental health. 
Archives of Women’s Mental Health, 20, 189-199. http://doi.org/10.1007/s00737-016-0694-5  

*Rade, C. B., Desmarais, S. L., & Burnette, J. L. (2017, June 19). An integrative theoretical model of public support for ex-
offender re-entry. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology. Advance online publication. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X17714110  

*Rade, C. B., *Holland, A. M., *Gregory, J. B., & Desmarais, S. L. (2017). Systematic review of religious orientations and beliefs 
as correlates of public attitudes toward capital punishment. Criminal Justice Studies, 30, 63-85. 
http://doi.org/10.1080/1478601X.2016.1248962 

Rettenberger, M., Eher, R., Desmarais, S. L., Hurducas, C., Arbach-Lucioni, K., Condemarin, C., … *Singh, J. P. (2017). 
Kriminalprognosen in der Praxis – die Ergebnisse des International Risk Surveys (IRiS) aus Deutschland. [Risk assessment 
in clinical practice – the Results of the International Risk Survey (IRiS) from Germany]. Diagnostica, 63, 2-14. 
http://doi.org/10.1026/0012-1924/a000168  

*Sellers, B. G., Desmarais, S. L., & Hanger, M. W. (2017). Measurement of change in dynamic factors using the START:AV. 
Journal of Forensic Psychology Research and Practice, 17, 198-215. http://doi.org/10.1080/24732850.2017.1317560  

Tueller, S. J., *Johnson, K. L., Grimm, K. J., Desmarais, S. L., *Sellers, B. G., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2017). Effects of sample size and 
distributional assumptions on competing models of the factor structure of the PANSS and BPRS. International Journal of 
Methods in Psychiatric Research, 26, e1549. http://doi.org/10.1002/mpr.1549  

Van Dorn, R. A., Desmarais, S. L., *Rade, C. B., *Burris, E. N., Cuddeback, G. S., *Johnson, K. L., … Mueser, K. T. (2017). Jail-to-
community treatment continuum for adults with co-occurring substance use and mental disorders: Study protocol for a 
pilot randomized control trial. Trials, 18, 365. http://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-017-2088-z 

Van Dorn, R. A., Grimm, K. J., Desmarais, S. L., Tueller, S. J., *Johnson, K. L., & Swartz, M. S. (2017). Interrelationships between 
violence, victimization, psychiatric symptoms, and substance use over time in adults with mental illnesses. Psychological 
Medicine, 47, 1179-1191. http://doi.org/10.1017/S0033291716003160  

*Young, B.-R., Desmarais, S. L., Baldwin, J., & Chandler, R. (2017). Sexual coercion practices among undergraduate male 
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mental disorders: Creating a cumulative science. Symposium presented at the American Psychology-Law Society 
conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

*Sellers, B. G., & Desmarais, S. L. (2011, November). He said, she said: An empirical inquiry into media portrayals of male and 
female-perpetrated partner violence. Paper presented at the American Society of Criminology conference, Washington, 
DC. 

Desmarais, S. L., Lucio, R., *Agu, N., & Janssen, P. A.  (2011, November). Prevalence and complications of intimate partner 
abuse during pregnancy. Paper presented at the American Public Health Association annual meeting, Washington, DC. 

Desmarais, S. L., *Murray, N., *Hill, L., & Janssen, P. A. (2011, October). Effectiveness of the Abuse Assessment Screen for 
identifying psychological, physical and sexual abuse among newly mothering women. Poster presented at the American 
Public Health Association annual meeting, Washington, DC. 

Desmarais, S. L., Van Dorn, R. A., & *Singh, J. (2011, October). Violence and victimization in adults with severe mental illness: 
Part 2 – Prevalence and co-occurrence of violent outcomes. Paper presented at the 7th European Congress on Violence in 
Clinical Psychiatry, Prague, Czech Republic. 

*Singh, J., Desmarais, S. L., & Van Dorn, R. A. (2011, October). Violence and victimization in adults with severe mental illness: 
Part 3 – Dimensions of psychiatric symptoms and their associations with violent outcomes. Paper presented at the 7th 
European Congress on Violence in Clinical Psychiatry, Prague, Czech Republic. 

Van Dorn, R. A., Desmarais, S. L., & *Singh, J. (2011, October). Violence and victimization in adults with severe mental illness: 
Part 1 – An application of integrated data analysis. Paper presented at the 7th European Congress on Violence in Clinical 
Psychiatry, Prague, Czech Republic. 

Desmarais, S. L., Van Dorn, R. A., *Sellers, B. G., Young, M. S., & Swartz, M. S. (2011, October). Evaluating various approaches 
for identifying substance use disorders among adults with schizophrenia. Paper presented at the Addiction Health 
Services Research Conference, Fairfax, VA. 

Van Dorn, R. A., Desmarais, S. L., Young, M. S., *Sellers, B. G., & Swartz, M. S. (2011, October). Assessing illicit drug use 
among adults with schizophrenia. Paper presented at the Addiction Health Services Research Conference, Fairfax, VA. 

Desmarais, S. L., Livingston, J., Greaves, C. L., Van Dorn, R. A., *Telford, R. & Brink, J. (2011, June). Interactions between 
people with severe mental illness and the police: A test of contact theory. In J. Livingston (Chair), Perceptions of people 
with severe mental illness about their interactions with police. Symposium presented at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

Greaves, C. L., Desmarais, S. L., Livingston, J., & Brink, J. (2011, June). Do media portrayals of the police influence the 
perceptions and attitudes of people with mental illness? In J. Livingston (Chair), Perceptions of people with severe mental 
illness about their interactions with police. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental 
Health Services conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

Livingston, J., Desmarais, S. L., Greaves, C. L., & Brink, J. (2011, June). What influences perceptions of procedural justice and 
coercion regarding police encounters among people with mental illness? In J. Livingston (Chair), Perceptions of people 
with severe mental illness about their interactions with police. Symposium presented at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

Verdun-Jones, S., Livingston, J., Desmarais, S. L., Greaves, C. L., & Brink, J. (2011, June). Are perceptions of procedural justice 
associated with levels of satisfaction for people with mental illness who interact with the police? In J. Livingston (Chair), 
Perceptions of people with severe mental illness about their interactions with police. Symposium presented at the 
International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

Viljoen, J., Nicholls, T., Cruise, K., Desmarais, S., & Beneteau, J. (2011, June). The psychometric properties of the Short-Term 
Assessment of Risk and Treatability for adolescents: A prospective study with adolescent offenders. In J. Viljoen (Chair), 
The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): Research in community forensic, acute civil psychiatric, and 
adolescent populations. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 
conference, Barcelona, Spain. 
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Desmarais, S. L. (2011, March). Attitudes about the police: Surveys. In C. L. Greaves (Chair), Perceptions of people with severe 
mental illness in British Columbia about their interactions with police. Symposium presented at the Annual Pacific 
Conference of Forensic Psychiatry, Vancouver, Canada. 

Pritchard, M. M., Lapsley, S., Livingston, J., Desmarais, S. L., Brink, J., Greaves, C. L., et al. (2011, March). Positive interactions 
between individuals with a mental illness and the police. Poster presented at the Annual Pacific Conference of Forensic 
Psychiatry, Vancouver, Canada. 

Viljoen, J., Nicholls, T., Cruise, K., Desmarais, S., Beneteau, J., Gulbransen, E., & Petersen, K. (2011, March). Initial data on the 
Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability - Adolescent Version (START-AV). Paper presented at the Annual Pacific 
Conference of Forensic Psychiatry, Vancouver, Canada. 

Wilson, C. M., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Hart, S. D., & Brink, J. (2011, March). Incremental validity of dynamic factors in 
the assessment of violence risk using the START. Paper presented at the Annual Pacific Conference of Forensic Psychiatry, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Cohn, A., & Janssen, P. A. (2011, March). Risk for intimate partner violence during pregnancy: The role of 
substance use problems and self- or other-initiated violence. Paper presented at the AP-LS/4th International Congress on 
Psychology and Law meeting in Miami, FL. 

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2010, October). Strength–based assessments of violence risk using the START: Early 
encouraging results. Paper presented at the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law Annual Meeting, Tucson, AZ. 

Desmarais, S. L., Janssen, P. A., *Chilton, M., *Pritchard, A., & *Isaacson, J. (2010, August). The impact of abuse on 
postpartum mental health. Paper presented at the American Psychological Association Convention, San Diego, CA. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2010, May). Implementing risk assessment and management strategies in British 
Columbia. In J. Brink (Chair), Implementing risk assessment and management in forensic mental health services. 
Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Cruise, K., Nicholls, T. L., Viljoen, J., Desmarais, S. L., & Petersen, K. (2010, May). Adapting the Short-Term Assessment of Risk 
and Treatability (START) for adolescent populations. In T. L. Nicholls (Chair), START: An update on research, 
implementation evaluations and future directions. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic 
Mental Health Services conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Buxton, J., Janssen, P., Martin, R., Fairbarn, M. S., Elliott, A., & *Sellers, B. G. Women’s trajectories following 
release. In S. L. Desmarais (Chair), From doing time to doing research: A community-based participatory study of 
community re-integration among formerly incarcerated women. Symposium presented at the International Association 
of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L. (Chair). (2010, May).  From doing time to doing research: A community-based participatory study of 
community re-integration among formerly incarcerated women. Symposium presented at the International Association 
of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Wilson, C., Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Brink, J. (2010, May). Assessing inpatient aggression across different follow-up 
periods using the START. In T. L. Nicholls (Chair), START: An update on research, implementation evaluations, and future 
directions. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Price, H. L., & Austin, B. (2010, March). Impact of television viewing on perceptions of child witnesses. Paper 
presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Wilson, C. M., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2010, March). Reliability and validity of the Short-Term Assessment 
of Risk and Treatability (START) in predicting inpatient aggression. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law 
Society conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

McNulty, S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2010, March). The importance of structured risk assessment in psychiatric nursing practice: 
the START (Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability). Paper presented at the 5th World Congress for Psychiatric 
Nurses, Vancouver, Canada. 

Petersen, K. L., Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., Wilson, C. M., Gagnon, N., Brink, J., et al. (2010, March). Convergent and 
divergent validity of the START with the PCL:SV and HCR-20: Forensic and civil patients. Paper presented at the American 
Psychology-Law Society conference, Vancouver, Canada. 
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Desmarais, S. L., Livingston, J. D., Brink, J., Greaves, C., Michalak, E., Maxwell, V., et al. (2009, Nov-Dec). When people living 
with severe mental illness interact with the police. Poster presented at the Into the Light: Transforming Mental Health in 
Canada conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., McMillan, J., Buxton, J., Granger-Brown, A., Korchinski, M., Janssen, P., et al. (2009, June). The importance of 
mental health and addictions in incarcerated women’s post-release trajectories: Findings from a participatory action 
research project. Paper presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, 
Edinburgh, UK. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., von Franqué, F., Reeves, K. A., & *Marks, D. (2009, June). Patients’ perceptions of risk and 
protective factors: Transforming insight into treatment advances. Paper presented at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Edinburgh, UK. 

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Brink, J. (2009, June). The START across the continuum of care: The implementation in a 
forensic psychiatric service. In T. L. Nicholls (Chair), Implementation and evaluation of START in civil and forensic 
psychiatric services. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 
conference, Edinburgh, UK. 

Murphy, K., Korchinski, M., Martin, R. E., Janssen, P. A., Desmarais, S. L., Espinoza-Magana, N., et al. (2009, May). Doing Time: 
A time for incarcerated women to develop a health action strategy. Poster presented at the Women's Health Research 
Network Summer Institute, Kelowna, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2009, April). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Implementation status and research update. Poster presented at the 6th Annual Forensic Psychiatric Conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

Wilson, C. M., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2009, April). An investigation of short-term assessment of violence 
risk using the START, HCR-20, and VSC. Poster presented at the 6th Annual Forensic Psychiatric Conference, Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Janssen, P. A., Bartel, A., & Mackay, K. (2009, March). Emergency department visits by victims of partner 
violence in Vancouver. Poster presented at the Population Data BC conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., & *Maughan, K. A. (2009, March). She was only defending herself? Gendered depictions of partner violence 
in the media. Poster presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, San Antonio, TX. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Read, J. D. (2009, March). Juror knowledge of eyewitness issues: A synthesis of 30 years of surveys. Paper 
presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, San Antonio, TX. 

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., Petersen, K. L., & Brink, J. (2009, March). Contextualizing risk: Dynamic risk and protective 
factors in practice. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, San Antonio, TX. 

Wilson, C. M., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Hart, S. D., & Brink, J. (2009, March). The short-term assessment of dynamic 
risk. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, San Antonio, TX. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Petersen, K. L., & Brink, J. (2008, November). Evaluating START on the frontline: 
Implementation as a research opportunity. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, Canada. 

Wilson, C. M., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2008, November). The investigation of two structured professional 
judgment guides: The START and the HCR-20. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, Canada. 

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., Desmarais, S. L., & Collins, M. (2008, September). Using structured professional judgment to enhance 
patient safety: The Short-Term Assessment of Risk & Treatability (START). Poster presented at the Ontario Hospital 
Association’s Mental Health and Patient Safety conference, Toronto, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, July).  Intimate partner abuse victims’ disclosure experiences: Does gender matter? Paper presented at 
the International Family Violence and Child Victimization Research Conference, Portsmouth, NH. 

Hamel, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, July). DV and child custody: Are decisions based on erroneous beliefs? Paper presented at 
the International Family Violence and Child Victimization Research Conference, Portsmouth, NH. 

Brink, J., Hediger, M., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, July). Keeping pace with technological advances and electronic 
health records: Introducing the E-START. In T. L. Nicholls (Chair), The START in practice: Implementation and evaluation of 
START in three forensic psychiatric services. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental 
Health Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 
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Collins, M. J., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2008, July). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START): Evaluating perceived utility and user satisfaction in clinical practice. Poster presented at the International 
Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2008, July). Dimensions associated with assessments of strengths and 
vulnerabilities in forensic psychiatric patients: Exploring the factor structure of START. In C. de Ruiter (Chair), Protective 
factors in forensic mental health. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health 
Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink. J. (2008, July). Psychometric properties of the START in practice: Increasing the 
ecological validity of risk assessment research. In T. L. Nicholls (Chair), The START in practice: Implementation and 
evaluation of START in three forensic psychiatric services. Symposium presented at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 

von Franqué, F., Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Müller-Isberner, R. (2008, July). Patients’ model of association and their 
perceptions of risk and protective factors. In K. S. Douglas (Chair), Toward understanding and reducing the risk of 
violence, victimization, and suicide-related behavior in people with mental illness. Symposium presented at the 
International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 

Collins, M., Wardrop, A., Desmarais, S. L., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Furlong, A. (2008, April). Implementing evidence-based 
risk assessment and risk management: Integrating START into forensic clinical practice. Poster presented at the 5th 
Annual Forensic Psychiatry conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, March). Consistency of intimate partner abuse reports over time: The inferiority and superiority of 
traumatic memory. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, Jacksonville, FL.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, March). Are intimate partner abuse allegations received with scepticism? Exploring a process 
understanding of credibility evaluations. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, 
Jacksonville, FL. 

Wardrop, A., Desmarais, S. L., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Furlong, A. (2007, November). Implementing evidence-based risk 
assessment and management: Integrating START into forensic clinical practice. Poster presented at the Mental Health 
Research Showcase, Banff, Canada. 

Martin, M-L., Webster, C., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2007, September). Getting a START on risk assessment 
and management. Paper presented at the 10th Biennial International Custody and Caring Conference, Saskatoon, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Read, J. D., & Simcoe, R. (2007, July). Great expectations: Over and underestimation of prior knowledge of 
forensic psychological topics. Paper presented at the Society for Applied Research in Memory and Cognition conference, 
Lewiston, ME. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Brink, J. (2007, June). Double trouble: Co-occurring disorders in forensic psychiatric patients. In K. S. 
Douglas (Chair), Risk reduction in mental health: Toward an integrated understanding of risk for harm to others, harm to 
self, and victimization. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 
conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Hamel, J., & Nicholls, T. L. (2007, June). Gender and professional biases in perceptions of intimate partner 
violence motives: Implications for the delivery of mental health services. Paper presented at the International Association 
of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2007, June). User satisfaction and predictive validity of file-based short-term 
assessments of risks: Comparisons with treatment team assessments. Paper presented at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Read, J. D., & Boydell, C. A. (2007, June). The disbelieved victim: Stigmatization and stereotyping of 
vulnerable and at-risk populations. Poster presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 
conference, Montreal, Canada.  

Douglas, K. S., Desmarais, S. L., Collins, M., & Skeem, J. (2007, June). Common and unique risks for violence, victimization, and 
suicide attempts. In K. S. Douglas (Chair), Risk reduction in mental health: Toward an integrated understanding of risk for 
harm to others, harm to self, and victimization. Symposium presented at the International Association of Forensic Mental 
Health Services conference, Montreal, Canada. 
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Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2007, March). Coding short-term assessments of risk based on file review: Practical 
implications. Poster presented at the 4th Annual Forensic Psychiatry Conference, Victoria, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2006, November). A comparison of file-based and interview-informed assessments 
of strengths and risks in forensic psychiatric patients. Paper presented at the Canadian Psychiatric Association 
conference, Toronto, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Brink, J. (2006, October). Coding short-term assessments of risk based on file review: 
Practical implications. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Read, J. D. (2006, October). Confidence and accuracy in short-term assessments of 
risk: Implication for implementation and training. Paper presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, 
Canada. 

Harabalja, D., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, October). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability: 
Implementation of a new risk assessment instrument. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, 
Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Read, J. D. (2006, June). The association between confidence and accuracy in short-
term assessments of risk in a Canadian sample of forensic psychiatric patients. In C. Webster (Chair), Starting START; 
Overcoming implementation barriers and establishing clinical and research networks. Symposium presented at the 
International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Amsterdam, the Netherlands.  

Desmarais, S. L., & Read, J. D. (2006, May). Actual and perceived change in undergraduate knowledge of eyewitness issues: 
Evidence for the effectiveness of expert testimony? Paper presented at the Northwest Cognition and Memory conference, 
Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Brink, J., Tijerino, A., & Hucker, S. (2006, April). Mentally ill offenders across Canada: A comparison of 
individuals found not criminally responsible and unfit to stand trial in British Columbia, Ontario, and Quebec. Poster 
presented at the 3rd Annual Forensic Psychiatry Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., Klein, C., Nicholls, T. L., Read, J. D., & Koch, W. J. (2006, March). Battered women, battered thinking? 
Variables associated with cognitive distortions in women abused by intimate partners. Poster presented at the American 
Psychology-Law Society conference, St. Petersburg, FL.  

Desmarais, S. L., Price, H. L., & Read, J. D. (2006, March). Who is educating the jurors: The experts or the media? Part II. Paper 
presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, St. Petersburg, FL.  

Nicholls, T. L, Desmarais, S. L., & Brink, J. (2006, March). A START towards comprehensive care: Violence, self-harm, and other 
overlapping risks in forensic psychiatric patients Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, St. 
Petersburg, FL.  

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J. H., & Livingston, J. (2005, November). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START): Validation of a new structured professional judgment guide. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research 
Showcase, Banff, Canada.  

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2005, November). Challenges around every corner: Overlapping risks and needs in 
forensic psychiatric patients. Poster presented at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Koch, W. J. (2005, November). Women abused by intimate partners: Prevalence of female-
perpetrated aggression and psychiatric symptoms. Paper presented at the Canadian Psychiatric Association conference, 
Vancouver, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., & Read, J. D. (2005, June). Mental health and the justice system: Community perceptions of the NCRMD 
defence. Poster presented at the Canadian Psychological Association conference, Montreal, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., Read, J. D., Rojas, E., & Vander Veen, S. (2005, June). Juror knowledge of memory processes in forensic 
contexts: Which topics require expert opinion evidence?  Paper presented at the Canadian Psychological Association 
conference, Montreal, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., & Read, J. D. (2005, May). Effects of question wording and cognitive load on decisions to leave an abusive 
relationship. Paper presented at the Northwest Cognition and Memory conference, Bellingham, WA.  

Desmarais, S. L., & Read, J. D. (2005, March). Effects of cognitive busyness and question wording: Responses to an intimate 
partner abuse scenario. Poster presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, La Jolla, CA.  
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Read, J. D., Desmarais, S. L., Rojas, E., & Vander Veen, S. (2005, March). Beyond skepticism: Juror knowledge and expert 
testimony on eyewitness issues. Paper presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, La Jolla, CA.  

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., Koch, W. J., & Kropp, P. R. (2004, June). Obstacles to ending an abusive intimate relationship. 
Poster presented at the Canadian Psychological Association conference, St. John’s, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., Gordon, H. M., Connolly, D. A., & Read, J. D. (2004, March). Disclosure in historical childhood sexual abuse 
cases: Predictors of delay. Poster presented at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, Scottsdale, AZ.  

Invited Presentations 

Desmarais, S. L. (2021, January). Serious mental illness and violence in the context of diversion. Live online presentation for 
the California Department of State Hospital Diversion All County Meeting, Sacramento, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2021, January). Pretrial risk assessment in the context of bail reform. Live online presentation for the Law 
and Mental Health Lecture Series, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2020, December). Setting up participants to succeed in mental health diversion. In Fader-Towe, Hallie 
(Chair), An inside look at making mental health diversion work. Live online presentation and panel discussion for the 
California District Attorney’s Association, Sacramento, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2020, November). Setting up participants to succeed in mental health diversion. In Fader-Towe, Hallie 
(Chair), Mental health diversion: Making it work together. Live online presentation and panel discussion hosted by the 
Council on Criminal Justice and Behavioral Health, Judicial Council of California, Sacramento, CA. 

Fader-Towe, Hallie, & Desmarais, S. L. (2020, October). Advancing pretrial success: Considerations for improving pretrial 
responses for people who have mental illnesses. Live online presentation hosted by the Council on Criminal Justice and 
Behavioral Health, Judicial Council of California, Sacramento, CA. 

Fader-Towe, Hallie, & Desmarais, S. L. (2020, October). Advancing pretrial success: Considerations for improving pretrial 
responses for people who have mental illnesses. Live online presentation hosted by the Council on Criminal Justice and 
Behavioral Health, Judicial Council of California, Sacramento, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Goel, S. (2020, September). Risk assessment tools: An inside look into their validity. Live online 
presentation to the Utah State Courts 2020 Annual Judicial Conference, Moab, Utah. 

Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S., & *Duhart Clarke, S. (2020, February). Public Safety Assessment retrospective evaluation: 
Preliminary findings. Presentation to Wake County, NC criminal justice stakeholders, Raleigh, NC. 

Carroll, J., Desmarais, S. L., Goulding, L., & Mason, S. (2020, January). Risk assessment. Panel discussion at the Wake Forest 
Law Review Symposium: Bail Reform, Winston Salem, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, October). North Carolina Family Leadership Model (FLM) program evaluation highlights. Presentation 
at the North Carolina Division of Social Services Child Welfare Advisory Council meeting, Hunt Library at NC State 
University, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, August). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Presentation for the Santa 
Barbara County Department of Behavioral Wellness, Santa Barbara, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, August). Risk assessment and mitigation in mental health diversion. Presentation sponsored by the 
Santa Barbara Public Defender’s Office, Santa Barbara, CA. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKXOZCdPgXg 

Desmarais, S. L., *Brugh, C. S., *Zottola, S., & *Simons-Rudolph, J. (2019, August). Principles and practice of applying evidence 
to improve assessments of risk for terrorism. Presentation at the US Army Insider Threat Program’s Inaugural Workshop 
of Behavioral and Social Scientists, Fort Belvoir, Mount Vernon, VA. 

Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S., *Duhart Clarke, S., & *Lowder, E. M. (2019, July). Predictive validity of pretrial risk assessment 
instruments: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Presentation of criminal justice research in progress, Duke 
University School of Law, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, June). Risk assessment and mitigation in mental health jail diversion. Public Forensic Mental Health 
Forum – Mental Health Diversion: Preventing the Criminalization of Mental Illness. California Department of State 
Hospitals, Sacramento, CA. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKXOZCdPgXg
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Desmarais, S. L. (2019, June). Current issues in violence risk assessment. Responding to the Threat of Violent Recidivism: 
Alternatives to Long-Term Confinement conference. Marquette Law School, Milwaukee, WI. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, May). Risk assessment tools used in the United States: Evidence and issues. Law and Technology for 
Judges conference, a collaboration between the Federal Judicial Center and Duke Law’s Bolch Judicial Institute, Durham, 
NC. 

Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S., *Duhart Clarke, S., & *Lowder, E. M. (2019, May). Predictive validity of pretrial risk assessment 
instruments: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Presentation of work in progress to the MacArthur Foundation 
Pretrial Risk Management Working Group, Chicago, IL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, May). Jail mental health screening: Improving research and practice. UNC Criminal Justice and Health 
Working Group, Chapel Hill, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, April). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). North Carolina Parole 
Collaborative Core Group, Raleigh, NC. 

Bonta, R., Boudin, C., Desmarais, S. L., & Jackson, T. (2018, December). Bail reform, risk assessment, and SB10 in California. 
Panel discussion at The Atlantic’s Race + Justice: San Francisco Summit supported by the MacArthur Foundation, San 
Francisco, CA. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61Ai-aYr-
1w&index=6&list=PLwj46yNDLyTUQTLS6BPAH0aDFUHEtqnfJ  

Bock, R. E. (Moderator), Desmarais, S. L., Feng, J., Tulloss, S. M., & Wiechmann, A. (2018, December). Advancing the science 
of analysis. Panel discussion at the NC State Laboratory for Analytic Sciences Annual Research Symposium.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, October). Principles of risk assessment for drug courts. Drug Court 101 Training hosted by the 
Massachusetts Center of Excellence for Specialty Courts, Leominster, MA. 

Bowden, E., Desmarais, S. L., Stewart, K., & Williams, C. (2018, October). Junior faculty forum: Enhancing success in 
navigating the path to tenure. Panel discussion presented by the Research Leadership Academy, NC State University, 
Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L., Simons-Rudolph, J., *Brugh, C. S., & *Zottola, S. A. (2018, June). Using research to improve identification of 
terrorists: Where we are and where we need to go. Presentation at the Homegrown Violent Extremism Counterterrorism 
Practitioners Conference hosted by the National Counter Terrorism Center, Mclean, VA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, April). Jail mental health: Opportunities for diversion and intervention. Presentation at the Southern 
Illinois University conference on Advancements in Correctional Practices, Carbondale, IL. 

Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S. A., *Lowder, E. M., Dong, L., & Laber, E. B. (2018, February). Adult and juvenile detainees in the 
Wake County Jail. Presentation to the Wake County Mental Health Criminal Justice Advisory Committee, Raleigh, NC. 

*Brugh, C. S., Desmarais, S. L., *Zottola, S., & Simons-Rudolph, J. M. (2017, December). Gender in the Jihad: Characteristics of 
male and female terrorists. Poster presentation at 4th Annual LAS Research Symposium, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L.  (2017, December). Introduction to psychology. Presentation as part of the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences Humanities Extension Program to 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students at East Lee Middle School, Sanford, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, December). Jail mental health screening, assessment, and intervention. Presentation to the Law & 
Psychiatry Program, Department of Psychiatry University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, MA. 

Johnston, R., Laber, E. B., Boettcher, W., Kolb, M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2017, December). Interdisciplinary approaches to 
mission challenges. Panel discussion at the NC State Laboratory for Analytic Sciences Annual Research Symposium.  

Desmarais, S. L., Eltsov, P., Jenkins, R., Kohn, R., & Larres, K. (2017, November). How can we deal with the terrorist threat? 
Roundtable discussion at the Transnational Terrorism Today International Conference, Chapel Hill, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, November). Using structured risk/need assessments to improve outcomes for justice-involved youth. 
Presentation to Indiana legislators as part of the Indiana Family Impact Seminars, Indianapolis, IN. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, November). Science behind bars: Improving the assessment and treatment of jail detainees with 
mental health problems. Presentation to the NC State University College of Humanities and Social Sciences Advisory 
Board, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, September). Mental health problems at intake: NC State University project findings. Presentation to 
the Wake County Mental Health/Criminal Justice Advisory Committee, Raleigh, NC. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61Ai-aYr-1w&index=6&list=PLwj46yNDLyTUQTLS6BPAH0aDFUHEtqnfJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61Ai-aYr-1w&index=6&list=PLwj46yNDLyTUQTLS6BPAH0aDFUHEtqnfJ
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Daniels, S., Cannon, M., Corprew, J., Desmarais, S. L., & Nivar, F. (2017, July). Chasing the Dragon – The Life of an Opiate 
Addict. Screening of the FBI-DEA documentary and panel discussion hosted by the Triangle Area FBI Citizens’ Academy 
Alumni Association at NC State University’s Centennial Campus, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, July). Mental health problems at intake: NC State University project findings. Presentation to the Wake 
County Directors, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, February). Assessment and case management using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and 
Treatability (START). Grand Rounds presented at Central Regional Hospital, Butner, NC. 

Blue, J., Luecking-Sunman, M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2016, November). Mental illness in the criminal justice system. Panel 
presentation for the NC State University Park Scholarships Social Justice Speaker Series, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2016, September). Evidence-based strategies to prevent sexual violence associated with athletic culture. 
Closing plenary address for the National Center for Victims of Crime 2016 Training Institute, Philadelphia, PA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2016, June). Turning conference papers into peer-reviewed publications. In Getting the word 
out: Disseminating research to diverse audiences. Professional development panel for students at the International 
Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, New York, NY. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2016, May). Effective assessment and management of violence risk in adults with mental illnesses. In Van 
Dorn, R. A. (Moderator), Mental illness and violent events: Identifying, managing and reducing risks. Policy forum hosted 
by RTI International at the National Press Club, Washington, DC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2016, May). Evidence-based behavioral health practices for justice-involved adolescents and adults. 
Presentation at innovation Research & Training, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2015, December). Screening & assessment: Identifying behavioral health needs in adults. Breakout session at 
the Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program & Second Chance Act National Conference, Washington, DC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2015, December). Race, risk, & bias: What is the evidence? Breakout session at the Justice and Mental 
Health Collaboration Program & Second Chance Act National Conference, Washington, DC. Available at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M4iTLbHb_4  

Desmarais, S. L. (2015, June). Use of structured risk/need assessments to improve outcomes for juvenile offenders. 
Presentation at the Spring 2015 Juvenile Justice Vision 20/20 Training Event, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Cole, R., Desmarais, S. L., & D’Amora, D. A. (2014, May). Assessing sex offenders: Integrating specialized assessments. 
Discussion panel at the Bureau of Justice Assistance Second Chances and Safer Communities conference, National 
Harbor, MD. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2014, May). Understanding risk assessment and its applications. Plenary address at the Justice and Mental 
Health Collaboration Program conference, National Harbor, MD. Available at: http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-
health/posts/justice-and-mental-health-collaboration-program-grant-recipients-convene-for-orientation-and-training/  

Desmarais, S. L. (2014, March). Integration of structured risk assessment into clinical practice. Featured breakout session at 
the Forensic Mental Health Association of California annual conference. Monterey, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2014, February). Mental illness and the criminal justice system: Lessons learned. Presentation at the Park 
Scholar Social Justice Spring event, NC State University, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2013, September). Enhanced services for frequent flyers in mental health diversion. Presentation at the UNC-
Duke Mental Health Services & Policy Research Fall 2013 Seminar Series, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2013, February). Assessing risk of general recidivism: The state of science and practice in the United States. 
Plenary address at the Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program Annual Grantee Orientation and National 
Training and Technical Assistance Conference, Washington, DC. Available at: http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-
health/posts/21531/  

Desmarais, S. L. (2012, November). Assessing violence and related risks among adults with serious mental illness. Presented 
at the Clinical Psychology Sack Lunch, UNC Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2012, November). Mental illness and violence: Moving beyond public safety. Presented at the Peace Lunch 
Forum, NC State University, Raleigh, NC.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M4iTLbHb_4
http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-health/posts/justice-and-mental-health-collaboration-program-grant-recipients-convene-for-orientation-and-training/
http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-health/posts/justice-and-mental-health-collaboration-program-grant-recipients-convene-for-orientation-and-training/
http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-health/posts/21531/
http://csgjusticecenter.org/mental-health/posts/21531/
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Najavits, L. M., & Desmarais, S. L. (2012, November). Assessment of suicide, violence and related high-risk behaviors among 
veterans. Online presentation to the Department of Veterans Affairs HIV and Hepatitis Quality Enhancement Research 
Initiative (QUERI).  

Desmarais, S. L., *Murray, N., & *Hill, L. (2012, May). Assessing the criminal justice response to domestic violence in  
Hillsborough County: The community safety and accountability analysis. Presented to the Florida Department of Children 
& Families – Circuit 13, Tampa, FL.  

Desmarais, S. L., *Singh, J. P., & *Sellers, B. G. (2012, April). Assessing and managing short-term risks in justice-involved 
youth. Symposium presented at the University of South Florida Mini-Conference on Co-Occurring Disorders and the 
Justice System: Innovations in Research and Practice, Tampa, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Peters, R. H. (2011, July). What’s new in screening and assessment tools? Presented at the Florida Partners 
in Crisis Conference & Justice Institute, Orlando, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2010, May). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability. Presented to the Juvenile Justice Board of 
the 13th Circuit, Tampa, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Janssen, P. A. (2010, January). The Perinatal Mental Health Study. Presented at the Multidisciplinary 
Obstetrical Rounds at BC Women's Hospital and Health Centre, Vancouver, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2009, April). Getting a START on assessing risk for violent behaviours: A population health initiative. Grand 
Rounds presented at the School of Population and Public Health, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, Oct/Nov). START research update: Data from local, national, and international implementations. 
Presentations at the Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission’s Case Management Forum, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, October). START research update: Data from local, national, and international implementations. 
Presentation at the Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission’s Physician Education Day, Vancouver, Canada. 

Martin, R. E., Janssen, P., Murphy, K., Korchinski, M., Desmarais, S. L., & Espinoza-Magana, N. (2008, Sept). Doing Time. 
Presentation at Alouette Addictions Services Society, Maple Ridge, Canada.  

Janssen, P., & Desmarais, S. (2008, Sept). Women’s satisfaction with early labour care: Measurement and evaluation. Mother 
and Infant Research Unit, University of York, York, UK.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, May). Risk assessment: An introduction to existing technology. Presentation to the Women Into 
Healing, British Columbia Women’s Hospital, Vancouver, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, February). Female perpetrators: Perceptions, biases, & implications. In T. L. Nicholls & S. L. Desmarais, 
Female perpetrators: The latest research. Breakout session at the National Family Violence Legislative Resource Center’s 
Domestic Violence Conference, Sacramento, CA.  

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Livingston, J. (2006, October). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START): Validation of a new structured professional judgment guide. Poster presented at the Accreditation Expo, 
Riverview Hospital and Forensic Psychiatric Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Livingston, J. (2006, October). Coding short-term assessments of risk based on file 
review: Practical implications. Poster presented at the Accreditation Expo, Riverview Hospital and Forensic Psychiatric 
Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Harabalja, D., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, October). The Short-term Assessment of Risk and Treatability: 
Implementation of a new risk assessment instrument. Poster presented at the Accreditation Expo, Riverview Hospital and 
Forensic Psychiatric Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, October). Challenges around every corner: Overlapping risks and needs in 
forensic psychiatric patients. Paper presented at the Accreditation Expo, Riverview Hospital and Forensic Psychiatric 
Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., & Koch, W. J. (2006, February). Abusive intimate relationships: Prevalence of female-
perpetrated aggression and psychiatric symptomatology. Paper presented at the Mental Health, Law and Policy Institute, 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada.  
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Desmarais, S. L., Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Livingston, J. D. (2006, January). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START): Validation of a new structured professional judgment guide. Grand Rounds presented at the Forensic Psychiatric 
Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, January). Challenges around every corner: Overlapping risks and needs in 
forensic psychiatric patients. Grand Rounds presented at the Forensic Psychiatric Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Hucker, S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2005, November). Multi-site follow-up study of mentally disordered accused: An examination of 
individuals found Not Criminally Responsible. Keynote address at the Mental Health Research Showcase, Banff, Canada.  

WORKSHOPS & TRAINING SEMINARS 

Workshops and Training Seminars at Scholarly Conferences 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, September). Integrating structured violence risk assessment into clinical practice. Half-day workshop 
conducted at the North Carolina Psychological Association Fall Conference, Durham, NC. 

Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2015, June). Introductory training in the START: Integrating patients’ vulnerabilities and 
strengths into risk assessment and risk management. One-day workshop conducted at the International Association of 
Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Manchester, England. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Brink, J. (2013, June). Using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) in practice. One-
day workshop conducted at the International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Maastricht, the 
Netherlands. 

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Haque, Q. (2011, June). Advanced training in integrating vulnerabilities & strengths into risk 
assessment and management. One-day workshop conducted the International Association of Forensic Mental Health 
Services conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

Nicholls, T. L., Brink, J., & Desmarais, S. L. (2010, March). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). One-day 
workshop conducted at the American Psychology-Law Society conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Hediger, M. (2009, April). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Introductory training in assessing risks and strengths. One-day workshop conducted at the 5th Annual Forensic Psychiatry 
Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, September). Introductory training in integrating patients’ vulnerabilities and 
strengths into risk assessment and management using the START. One-day course conducted at the Canadian Psychiatric 
Association conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Martin, M.-L. (2008, July). Introductory training in the START: Integrating patients’ 
vulnerabilities and strengths into risk assessment and management. One-day workshop conducted at the International 
Association of Forensic Mental Health Services conference, Austria, Vienna. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, April). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Introductory training in assessing risks and strengths. One-day workshop conducted at the 5th Annual Forensic Psychiatry 
Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 

Brink, J., Webster, C. D., Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Martin, M.-L. (2007, November). Introductory training in 
integrating patient risks and strengths into assessment and management: START. Three-hour course conducted at the 
Canadian Psychiatric Association conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Webster, C., Martin, M.-L., Brink, J., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2007, June). Get a START for the Short-Term 
Assessment of Risk and Treatability. One-day workshop conducted at the International Association of Forensic Mental 
Health Services conference, Montreal, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2007, March). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Introductory training in assessing risks and strengths. One-day workshop conducted at the 4th Annual Forensic Psychiatry 
Conference, Victoria, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, April). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Introductory training in assessing risks and strengths. One-day workshop conducted at the 3rd Annual Forensic Psychiatry 
Conference, Vancouver, Canada. 



Sarah L. DESMARAIS, Ph.D. 



Updated: January 29, 2021 

33 

Workshops and Training Seminars in the Community 

Desmarais, S. L. (2020, November). Setting up participants for success. In Fader-Towe, H. (2020, November). Mental health 
diversion: Making it work together. Live online training hosted by the Council of State Governments-Justice Center, San 
Diego, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Nicholls, T. L. (2020, October). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): An 
introduction. Two-day live online workshop conducted for CONCEPT Continuing and Professional Studies at Palo Alto 
University, Palo Alto, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2020, June). Foundational training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Three 
session online webinar conducted for the California Department of State Hospitals, Sacramento, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, October). Advanced training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day 
workshop conducted for the N.C. Post-Release Supervision and Parole Commission, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, September). Advanced training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-
day workshop conducted for behavioral health practitioners sponsored by the Institute for Best Practices, UNC Center for 
Excellence in Community Mental Health Greensboro, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, September). Introductory training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). 
Two-day workshop conducted for Kern Behavioral Health and Recovery Services, Bakersfield, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, August). Criminogenic needs and Risk-Need-Responsivity principles. Webinar for the California 
Department of State Hospitals Pretrial Felony Diversion Program grantees. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, July). Introductory training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day 
workshop conducted for the N.C. Post-Release Supervision and Parole Commission, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, May). Introductory training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day 
workshop conducted for behavioral health practitioners sponsored by the Institute for Best Practices, UNC Center for 
Excellence in Community Mental Health Greensboro, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, May). Advanced training in the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day 
workshop conducted at Napa State Hospital, Napa, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, April). Advanced training in the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). One-day 
workshop conducted at Metropolitan State Hospital, Norwalk, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, April). Advanced training in the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). One-day 
workshop conducted at Patton State Hospital, San Bernardino, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, April). Introduction to the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Webinar conducted 
for LME-MCO administrators sponsored by the Institute for Best Practices, Center for Excellence in Community Mental 
Health, Department of Psychiatry, UNC School of Medicine, Greensboro, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, February). Principles of risk assessment for mental health jail diversion. Webinar for the California 
Department of State Hospitals Diversion Funding Program grantees. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, February). Principles of risk assessment for mental health jail diversion. Workshop for the California 
Department of State Hospitals Diversion Grantee Orientation and Technical Assistance Day, Sacramento, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, February). Integrating START into policy and practice. Half-day training conducted for jail mental 
health staff at the Criminal Justice Resource Center, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, January). Introductory training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-
day workshop conducted at Metropolitan State Hospital, Norwalk, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2019, January). Using START in mental health courts. One-day program for the Council of Accountability 
Court Judges conference, Macon, GA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, December). Introductory training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-
day workshop conducted at Atascadero State Hospital, Norwalk, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, August). Integrating violence risk assessment into routine clinical practice. One-day program for 
WestCare Foundation, St. Petersburg, FL. 
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Desmarais, S. L. (2018, August). Integrating Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) into practice with jail 
inmates. Half-day training conducted for jail mental health staff at the Criminal Justice Resource Center, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, June). Risk assessment instruments and approaches. Webinar for the Young Adult Learning 
Community sponsored by the Council of State Governments Justice Center. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, May). Integrating structured risk assessment into clinical practice: Moving from violence risk 
assessment to risk management. One-day program at the Institute of Law, Psychiatry, & Public Policy, University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, VA. 

Warren, S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2018, April). Wake County and NC State University: Mental health problems at intake. In 
Developing Research Partnerships. Webinar for the Data-Driven Justice Initiative sponsored by the National Association 
of Counties. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, March). Introductory training using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) in 
mental health practice. Two-day training sponsored by the Institute for Best Practices, UNC Center for Excellence in 
Community Mental Health at the Royal Banquet & Conference Center, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, February). Introductory training using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) with 
jail inmates. Two-day training conducted for jail mental health staff at the Criminal Justice Resource Center, Durham, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2018, February). Introductory training using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) with 
jail inmates. Two-part training webinar conducted for Napa State Hospital. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, December). Use of risk assessment instruments in criminal justice settings. Webinar for members of 
the PA Board of Probation and Parole, Harrisburg, PA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, November). Integrating structured risk assessment into assertive community treatment (ACT) case 
management. Half-day training conducted for the Statewide NC ACT Coalition, Greensboro, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, September). Supporting counties in their program development plans. Half-day training conducted for 
the NC Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Social Services’ Program Monitors, Raleigh, NC . 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, May – August). Advanced training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). 
Series of workshops conducted across three of the California Department of State Hospitals’ facilities. 

Warren, S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2017, May). Mental health symptoms at intake in the Wake County Detention Center. In 
Establishing Baseline Data for Mental Illness in Jails. Webinar for the Stepping Up Initiative sponsored by the American 
Psychiatric Association, National Association of Counties, and Council of State Governments Justice Center. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2017, April). Planning, implementation, and evaluation. Seminar presented to the NC Department of Health 
and Human Services, Division of Social Services’ Program Improvement Plan Policy Workgroup, Raleigh, NC. 

Clements, L. S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2017, February). PIP policy workgroup definitions. Seminar presented to the NC 
Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Social Services’ Program Improvement Plan Policy Workgroup, 
Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2016, December). Selecting and using risk assessment tools in problem-solving courts. Webinar for the BJA 
Drug Court Technical Assistance Program at American University, Washington, DC. 

Desmarais, S. L., Gray, D., & Ghiladi, R. (2016, November). Writing a powerful two-page statement/proposal summary. Panel 
presentation for the NC State University Assistant Professors’ Community, Raleigh, NC. 

Stewart, K., Desmarais, S. L., Widman, L. M., (Speakers) & Burnette, J. L. (Moderator). (2016, November). Getting to know 
NIH. Panel presentation co-hosted by the NC State University Social and Behavioral Health Research Group and College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences Office and Research and Engagement, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2015, October). Introductory Training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). 
Webinars delivered to the psychologists at Coalinga State Hospital, Coalinga, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2015, February). Introductory Training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). 
Webinars delivered to the psychologists at Coalinga State Hospital, Coalinga, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2014, December). Refresher on the Use of the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). 
Webinar delivered to the chief and staff psychologists at Coalinga State Hospital. 
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Desmarais, S. L. (2014, May). Evidence-based practices to support reentry of offenders. Presentation at the North Carolina 
Community Action Association annual conference pre-conference workshop, Raleigh, NC. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2013, May – June). Advanced refresher training on the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START). Series of workshops conducted for trainers across three of the California Department of State Hospitals’ 
facilities. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2013, May). Refresher training the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two half-day 
workshops conducted at Coalinga State Hospital, Coalinga, CA. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2012, Oct – 2013, March). Introductory and advanced training in assessing and managing risks using the 
Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Series of workshops conducted across all 11 of the California 
Department of State Hospitals’ facilities. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2012, June). Introductory and advanced training in assessing and managing risks using the Short-Term 
Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day workshop conducted at Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2011, September). Assessing and managing short-term risks associated with mental, substance use and 
personality disorders. One-day workshop conducted as part of the Florida Forensic Mental Health Training Series, Boca 
Raton, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2011, September). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START) Training Workshop. One-day 
workshop conducted for the 11th Judicial Circuit Court’s Criminal Mental Health Program, Miami, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2011, September). Introductory and advanced training in assessing and managing risks using the Short-Term 
Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two-day workshop conducted at the Capital District Psychiatric Center, 
Albany, NY. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Nicholls, T. L. (2011, February). Assessing and managing risks using the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and 
Treatability (START). Two-day workshop conducted at the London School of Economics for West London Mental Health 
NHS Trust, London, UK. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2010, October). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability – Adolescent Version (START-AV) training 
workshop. One-day workshop conducted at Alabama Department of Youth Services, Birmingham, AL.  

Douglas, K. S., & Desmarais, S. L. (2010, October). Using structured professional judgment to assess and manage risk for 
violence: The Historical/Clinical/Risk management-20 (HCR-20) and the Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability 
(START). Half-day workshop conducted at the Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L., & Martin, M.-L. (2010, August). Introductory training in assessing risks and strengths associated with mental 
illness using START. One-day workshop conducted at the Royal Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Canada. 

Desmarais, S. L., & *Caudy, M. (2010, May). The effects of witnessing interparental violence on children: The state of science 
and practice. Half-day workshop conducted at the Family Justice Center of Hillsborough County, Tampa, FL. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2009, October). Getting a start on START: Introductory training for Coast Cottages. Two-hour workshop 
presented to the Coast Cottages mental health staff, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Desmarais, S. L., & Nicholls, T. L. (2009, October). Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START). Two one-day 
workshops conducted at the West London Mental Health NHS Trust, London, UK. 

Desmarais, S. L., Murphy, K., Espinoza-Magana, N., Janssen, P., & Martin, R. E. (2008, December). ‘Doing Time’ interviewer 
training. One-day workshop for peer researchers (formerly incarcerated women) conducted at Alouette Addictions 
Services Society, Maple Ridge, Canada. 

Nicholls, T. L., Desmarais, S. L., & Hediger, M. (2008, September). Introductory training in integrating patients’ vulnerabilities 
and strengths into risk assessment and management using the START. One-day workshop conducted at Oregon State 
Hospital, Salem, OR. 

Desmarais, S. L. (2008, June). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): Training researchers in the 
assessment of forensic psychiatric patients’ strengths and vulnerabilities. Half-day training workshop conducted at Simon 
Fraser University, Burnaby, Canada. 
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Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, Apr/Jun). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Training for implementation. Six one-day training workshops for case managers, psychologists, and psychiatrists 
conducted at the British Columbia Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission’s outpatient clinics. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2008, February). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Training for implementation. One-day workshop conducted at Riverview Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2007, October). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Training for implementation. Two one-day workshops conducted at Riverview Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

Martin, M.-L., Webster, C., Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2007, February). Starting START: Training for 
implementation. Series of four one-day workshops conducted at Riverview Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, September). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Training for implementation. One-day workshop conducted at Riverview Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada. 

Brink, J., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2006, Jan/Feb). The Short-Term Assessment of Risk and Treatability (START): 
Training in assessing risks and strengths in a mental health context. Two-day workshop conducted at Richmond General 
Hospital, Richmond, Canada. 

Brink, J., Webster, C., Nicholls, T. L., & Desmarais, S. L. (2005, November). START training workshop. One-day workshop 
conducted at Riverview Hospital, Coquitlam, Canada.  

HONORS & AWARDS 

Alumni Association Outstanding Extension and Outreach Award ($4,000), NC State University 2018 

Alumni Association Outstanding Research Award ($4,000), NC State University 2017 

University Faculty Scholar ($50,000), NC State University 2015 – 2020 

Outstanding Junior Faculty ($500), College of Humanities and Social Sciences, NC State University 2015 

Best Scientific Abstract, 7th European Congress on Violence in Clinical Psychiatry 2011 

Institute of Gender and Health Travel Award ($1,000), Canadian Institutes for Health Research  2009 

Celebrate Research Week Honoree, University of British Columbia 2009 

Post Doctoral Research Trainee Award ($124,000), Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research  2008 – 2010 

Postdoctoral Fellowship ($81,000), Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 2008 – 2010 

Postdoctoral Research Trainee Award ($76,500), Child & Family Research Institute 2008 – 2010 

Postdoctoral Prize ($10,000), Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 2008 

Alice Wilson Award ($1,000), Royal Society of Canada 2008 

Travel Award ($3,000), The Consortium for Applied Research and Evaluation in Mental Health 2008 

Student Travel Award ($250), American Psychology-Law Society 2008 

President’s Ph.D. Research Stipend ($6,000), Simon Fraser University 2007 

Graduate Student Travel Award ($700), Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 2006 

Student Research Abstract Award ($500), Mental Health Research Showcase 2006 

Christopher Webster Best Young Scholar Award (€350), International Association for Forensic Mental 
Health Services 

2006 

Travel Award ($500), The Consortium for Applied Research and Evaluation in Mental Health 2006 

Student Travel Award ($250), American Psychology-Law Society 2006 

Travel Bursary ($1,500), British Columbia Mental Health and Addictions Research Network 2006 

Canada Graduate Scholarship Program Doctoral Scholarship ($105,000), Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada 

2005 – 2008 
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Graduate Fellowship ($6,000), Simon Fraser University 2005 

Student Travel Award ($60), American Psychology-Law Society 2005 

Student Travel Award ($700), Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 2005 

Graduate Fellowship ($6,000), Simon Fraser University 2004 

Student Travel Award ($125), American Psychology-Law Society 2004 

Canada Graduate Scholarship Program Master’s Scholarship ($17,500), Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada 

2003 – 2004 

Special Graduate Entrance Scholarship ($2,000), Simon Fraser University 2003 

Ontario Graduate Scholarship ($17,500) 2003 – 2004 
[Declined because I chose to pursue graduate studies out of province.] 

Wilma Hollywood Award ($200), University of Guelph 2001 

Dean’s Scholarship ($1,000), University of Guelph 2001 

Dean’s Scholarship ($1,000), University of Guelph 2000 

Board of Governors Scholarship ($8,000), University of Guelph   1999 – 2003 

TEACHING 

Courses  

Health Psychology (PSY 710), NC State University Spring 2019 

Intervention Planning and Evaluation (PSY 751), NC State University Spring 2018 

Health Psychology (PSY 710), NC State University Spring 2017 

Forensic Psychology (PSY 491), NC State University Fall 2016 

Intervention Planning and Evaluation (PSY 751), NC State University Spring 2016 

Forensic Psychology (PSY 491), NC State University Fall 2015 

Introduction to Psychology (PSY 200), NC State University Spring 2015 

Health Psychology (PSY 710), NC State University Spring 2015 

Introduction to Psychology (PSY 200), NC State University Spring 2014 

Forensic Psychology (PSY 491), NC State University Spring 2014 

Introduction to Psychology (PSY 200), NC State University Fall 2013 

Introduction to Psychology (PSY 200), NC State University Spring 2013 

Forensic Psychology (PSY 491), NC State University Spring 2013 

Introduction to Psychology (PSY 200), NC State University Fall 2012 

Advanced Seminar in Social Behavioral Sciences (PHC 6931), University of South Florida Spring 2012 

Forensic Psychology (PSYC 331), University of British Columbia Fall 2009 

Health Promotion through Violence Prevention (SPPH 580E), University of British Columbia Fall 2009 

Forensic Psychology (PSYC 430), University of British Columbia Fall 2008 – Spring 2009 

Guest Lectures 

Advanced Research Methods (PSY 752), NC State University 
Lectures: Community-Based Participatory Action Research 

Spring 2018 
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Social Psychology (PSY 311), NC State University 
Lectures: Psychology and Law 

Spring 2017 

Applied Psychology (PSY 312), NC State University 
Lectures: Forensic Psychology 

Spring 2017 

Applied Psychology (PSY 312), NC State University 
Lectures: Violence and Mental Illness 

Spring 2016 

Adult Assessment (PSY 813), UNC Chapel Hill 
Lecture: Integration of Violence Risk Assessment into Clinical Practice 

Spring 2015 

Orientation to Psychology (PSY 220), NC State University 
Lecture: Forensic Psychology 

Spring 2014 

Health Psychology (PSY 710), NC State University 
Lecture: Patient Interactions with the Health Care System 

Spring 2013 

Foundations in Adolescent Behavioral Health (PHC 6934), University of South Florida  
Lecture: Epidemiology of Mental Disorders and Substance Use in Children and Adolescents 

Spring 2013 

Abnormal Psychology (PSY 470), NC State University 
Lecture: Mental Health & Law 

Fall 2012 

Applied Psychology (PSY 312), NC State University 
Lectures: Introduction to Forensic Psychology; Violence and Mental Illness; Violence Risk 

Assessment 

Fall 2012 

Forensic Psychology (PSYC 4931), University of South Florida 
Lecture: Violence Risk Assessment 

Spring 2010 

Perinatal Epidemiology (SPPH 537), University of British Columbia 
Lecture: Disorders of Mental Health in Pregnancy 

Fall 2009 

MENTORING 

Undergraduate Students  

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Olivia Evanoff, Peyton Frye, Carrieann Lefsaker, Meghana Mettu Mikayla Rush, & Kristen 

Ward 

Spring 2020 

PSY 499 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Peyton Frye, Rachel Haselow, & Meghana Mettu 

Fall 2019 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Shannon Grivas & Rachel Haselow 

Spring 2019 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Shannon Grivas & Rachel Haselow 

Fall 2018 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Alexa Katon & Kaleb Rostmeyer 

Spring 2018 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Rebekah Drum, Shannon Grivas, & Rachel Haselow 

Spring 2018 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Kaleb Rostmeyer 

Fall 2017 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Alyssa Galleshaw, Alexa Katon, & Chelsea Knight 

Fall 2017 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Alyssa Galleshaw 

Summer 2017 
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PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Ashleigh Bryson, Caitlyn Davis, Sarah Mills, Emily Suiter 

Spring 2017 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Nicole Blackman, Madelyn Caplan, & Kaleb Rostmeyer 

Spring 2017 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Sarah Mills, Elizabeth Burris 

Fall 2016 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Caitlin Davis, Laila Knio, & Emily Suiter 

Fall 2016 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Elizabeth Burris, Meredith Hastings, Ashley Holland, Laila Knio, Sarah Mills, & Melissa 

Truelove  

Spring 2016 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Daniel Baucom, Elizabeth Burris, & Madison Morrow  

Fall 2015 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Elizabeth Burris & Katherine Holt  

Spring 2015 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Jordan Gregory  

Spring 2014 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Jordan Gregory, Rasika Rajagopalan  

Fall 2014 

PSY 498 Psychology Honors Seminar (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Rasika Rajagopalan  

Spring 2014 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Caroline Griswold, Kristen Repinecz, Mercedes Richards, & Mirela Scott 

Spring 2014 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Samantha McKnight, Brittanie Moore, Mirela Scott, Christina Shannon, & Teshanee 

Williams 

Fall 2013 

PSY 499 Individual Study in Psychology (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Students: Nicole Boylan, Phillip Brock, Brittanie Moore, & Grace Seamon 

Spring 2013 

COGS 402 Research in Cognitive Systems, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia 
Student: Rachel Teo 

Fall 2009 

PSYC 440 Directed Studies, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia 
Student: Daniel Marks 

Fall 2009 

PSYC 400 Research Practicum, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia 
Student: Ashley Pritchard 

Spring 2009 

PSYC 366 Senior Project, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia 
Students: Amanee Elchehimi & Jacqueline Wong 

Spring 2009 

Graduate Students 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Sarah Duhart Clarke 

2020 – 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Eva McKinsey 

2019 – 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Courtney Wade 

2019 – 

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Abby Nance 

2019 – 
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Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Joshua Andrews 
Dissertation: Random Forest for Scale and Item Level Prediction Analysis in the Social Sciences: An 

Application Using Organizational Deviance Data 

2018 – 2019 

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Fanice Thomas 
Dissertation: Health Mindsets and Obesity-Related Health Behaviors 

2018 – 2020 

2Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Alexandra Babij 

2018 – 

M.S. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Sarah Duhart Clarke 
Thesis: Validity of the Public Safety Assessment for Indigent Defendants 

2018 – 2020 

PSY 680 Directed Study (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Courtney Wade  

Spring 2018 

PSY 680 Directed Study (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Courtney Wade  

Fall 2017 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Samantha Zottola, M.A. 
Dissertation: Efforts to Improve Evidence-Based Practices from Jail Booking to First Appearance in 

Court 

2017 – 2020 

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Angela Stoica 
Dissertation: Examining the Relationship Between Interest in Fraternity Membership and the 

Sexually Coercive Behaviors of College Men 

2017 – 

Ph.D. (Co-Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Christine Brugh 
Dissertation: Heterogeneity across Terrorism Contexts and Actors: Improving the Evidence Base 

supporting Counterterrorism Strategy 
[Winner of the 2019 Dissertation Award from the American Psychology-Law Society, division 41 of 

the American Psychological Association.] 

2017 – 2019 

M.S. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Anne Foglia  
Thesis:  Associations of Caregiver Beliefs and Perceived Social Norms with Caregiver Help-Seeking 

2016 – 2017 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Joel Cartwright 
Dissertation: The Assessment and Measurement of Violence among Adults with Mental Illness 

2016 – 2018 

MALS (Committee Member), Interdisciplinary Studies, NC State University 
Student: Jennifer Cowley 

2015 – 2016  

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Evan Lowder, M.S. 
Dissertation:  Risk Assessment and Recidivism in the Context of Mental Health Diversion Programs 
[Winner of the 2019 Christopher Webster Early Career Award from the International Association of 

Forensic Mental Health Services.] 

2015 – 2017 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Jessica Morgan, M.S. 
Dissertation: Positive Outcomes in Military Behavioral Health 

2015 – 2017 
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M.S. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Joshua Andrews 
Thesis: A Tale of Two Constructs: Defining Integrity and Corruption, Clarifying their Factor Structures 

and Examining their Association With Organizational Citizenship and Work Behaviors 

2015 – 2018 

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Mary Guerrant, M.S. 
Dissertation: Sense of Coherence and the Relationship between Healthcare Experiences and Sexual 

Health Behaviors for Cisgender LBQ Latina Women 

2015 – 2017  

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Kristina Rodriguez, M.S.  
Dissertation:  Predicting the Least Restrictive Environment for Students with Emotional Disturbances 

2015 – 2018 

M.S. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Joel Cartwright 
Thesis: A Short Violence Risk Screening Tool for Adults with Mental Illnesses 

2014 – 2016 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Kiersten Johnson, M.S. 
Dissertation:  Overlap of Community Violence Perpetration and Violent Victimization among Adults 

with Mental Illnesses 

2014 – 2016 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Candalyn Rade, M.S.  
Dissertation:  Public Attitudes toward Criminal Justice Policies, Practices, and Ex-Offenders 

2014 – 2017 

Ph.D. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Betty-Shannon Prevatt, M.A., LPA 
Dissertation: Postpartum Mood Disorder Correlates, Service Utilization, and Program Effectiveness 

2014 – 2018 

Ph.D. (Committee Member), Department of Mathematics, NC State University 
Student: Jacob Norton, M.S. 

2014 – 

M.S. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Jessica Morgan 
Thesis: Posttraumatic Growth, Core Beliefs, and Temporality in Military Veterans 

2014 – 2015  

M.S. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Evan Lowder 
Thesis: Models of Protection against Recidivism in Adults with Mental Illnesses 

2013 – 2015 

M.S. (Committee Member), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Candalyn Rade 
Thesis: Predictors and Moderators of Attitudes toward Ex-Offenders: A Meta-Analysis 

2013 – 2014 

PSY 680 Directed Study (Supervisor), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Candalyn Rade 

Spring 2013 

M.S. (Chair), Department of Psychology, NC State University 
Student: Kiersten Johnson 
Thesis: A Latent Class Analysis of Drug Use Indicators among Adults with Schizophrenia 
[Winner of the 2014-15 College of Humanities and Social Sciences Thesis Award.] 

2012 – 2014 

Master’s in Public Health (MPH) (Committee Member), Department of Community & Family Health, 
University of South Florida 

Student: Belinda-Rose James 
Thesis: Beliefs and Attitudes towards Sexual Violence among Male Collegiate Football Players 

2011 – 2012  

MPH Special Project (Reader), Department of Community & Family Health, University of South Florida 
Student: Sheena Jean 
Title:  A Rehabilitation Treatment Program for Offenders with Psychopathy  

2011 
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Ph.D. in Public Health (Committee Member), Department of Community & Family Health, University 
of South Florida 

Student: Robin Telford, M.A. 
Dissertation: Physical Health among Justice-Involved Adults with Mental and Substance Use Disorders 

2010 – 2014 

Postdoctoral Fellow  

Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Family and Community Engagement, NC State University 
Fellow: Dr. Emily (Lefebvre) Smith 

2020 –  

Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Family and Community Engagement, NC State University 
Fellow: Dr. Samantha Zottola 

2020 – 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Family and Community Engagement, NC State University 
Fellow: Dr. Sam Cacace 

2018 – 2020 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Mental Health Law & Policy, University of South Florida 
Fellow: Dr. Jay P. Singh 

2011 – 2013 

Junior Faculty Mentor  

Dr. Veljko Dubljevic, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, NC State University 2016 – 2018 

Dr. Laura Widman, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2015 – 2016 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Consultant, Policy Research Associates 2019 –  

Consultant, California Department of State Hospitals 2017 –  
2012 – 2015 

Consultant, RTI International (PI: Dr. Pam Lattimore) 2012 – 2017  

Consultant, Council of State Governments Justice Center 2019 –  

2012 – 2015 

Consultant, Boston VA  (PI: Dr. Lisa Najavits) 2015 – 2016 
2011   

Research Scientist, British Columbia Mental Health & Addiction Services, Coquitlam, Canada 2008 – 2010 

Consultant, Child Development Institute (PI: Dr. Leena Augimeri) 2007 – 2008 

Project Manager, Department of Psychology, Simon Fraser University (PI: Dr. Kevin S. Douglas) 2006 – 2008  

Research Assistant, British Columbia Forensic Psychiatric Hospital (PI: Dr. Tonia L. Nicholls) 2005 – 2008 

Research Contractor, St. Joseph’s Healthcare Forensic Service (PI: Dr. Stephen J. Hucker) 2005 – 2007 

Mental Health Screener, North Fraser Pretrial Centre, Port Coquitlam, Canada 2005 – 2006 

Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of British Columbia (PI: Dr. Don Dutton) 2005 – 2006 

Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, Simon Fraser University (PI: Dr. J. Don Read) 2004 – 2005 

Research Assistant, British Columbia Institute against Family Violence (PI: Dr. Tonia L. Nicholls) 2003 – 2004 

Research Analyst, Canadian Value Investor, Oakville, Canada 2003 

Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Guelph (PI: Dr. A. Dan Yarmey) 2002 

Research Assistant, Human Factors Department, Transportation Safety Board, Hull, Canada 2001 
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SERVICE & EXTENSION 

Service to the University 

Strategic Plan Strengthening University-Wide Interdisciplinarity Task Force, NC State University 2020 

Stakeholder Advisory Board, Center for Human Health and the Environment, NC State University 2019 – 

Post Tenure Review Committee, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2019 

Engagement Operations Council, NC State University 2018 – 

Research Leadership Academy, NC State University 2017 –  

Climate Committee, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2017 – 2018 

Small Council, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2016  – 2018 

Advisory Board for the Assistant, Associate, and Full Professors' Communities, NC State University 2016  – 2019 

International Studies Capstone Assessment, College of Humanities & Social Sciences, NC State University 2016, 2017 

Specialty Areas Committee, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2016  

Junior Faculty Awards Committee, College of Humanities & Social Sciences, NC State University 2016, 2017 

Faculty Partner, Center for Family & Community Engagement, NC State University 2015  – 2018 

Coordinator, Applied Social and Community Psychology Doctoral Program, Department of Psychology, 
NC State University 

2015  – 2018 

TH!NK scorer for the Quality Enhancement Plan, NC State University 2014  – 2018 

Psychology Representative, Undergraduate Research Information Event, NC State University 2014, 2015 

Future of the Department Committee, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2013 – 2015 

Faculty Mentor, NC State University Initiative for Maximizing Student Diversity (IMSD) 2013 – 2014 

Cook Undergraduate Research Grant Reviewer, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2013 

Organizer, Psychology in the Public Interest Colloquium Series, NC State University 2012 – 2013 

Faculty & Staff Awards Committee, Department of Psychology, NC State University 2012 – 2015 

Behavioral Health Concentration Committee, Department of Community & Family Health, University of 
South Florida 

2011 – 2012 

Faculty Council, College of Behavioral & Community Sciences, University of South Florida 2011 – 2012 

Research Administrator Search Committee, Department of Mental Health Law & Policy, University of 
South Florida 

2011 – 2012 

Research Methods and Evaluation Curriculum Committee, Department of Community & Family Health, 
University of South Florida  

2010 – 2011 

Organizational Workgroup, Department of Mental Health Law & Policy, University of South Florida 2010 

Reviewer and Judge, Undergraduate Research Symposium, University of South Florida 2010 

Research Ethics Board, Children’s & Women’s Hospital / University of British Columbia 2009 

Steering Committee, Interdisciplinary Women’s Reproductive Health Training Program 2008 – 2009 

Service to the Scientific Community 

Member, Safety and Justice Challenge Research Consortium Review Committee 2019 –  

Consulting Editor, Journal of Threat Assessment and Management  2017 –  
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Scientific Program Committee, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 17th 
Conference 

2016 – 2017 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Loan Repayment Program (LRP) Supervisor (Dr. Laura Widman) 2015 – 

Consulting Editor, Psychological Assessment 2015 – 2018 

Scientific Program Committee, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 16th 
Conference 

2015 – 2016 

Scientific Program Committee, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 15th 
Conference 

2014 – 2015 

Early Career Professionals Committee, American Psychology-Law Society (Div. 41 of APA) 2014 – 2017 

Student Section Committee Faculty Sponsor, American Psychology-Law Society  2013 – 

Southeast Regional Coordinator, Society for Community Research and Action (Div. 21 of APA) 2013 – 2016 

Scientific Program Committee, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 14th 
Conference 

2013 – 2014 

Editorial Board, Partner Abuse 2012 – 2020 

Organizing & Scientific Program Committees, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services  
12th Conference 

2011 – 2012 

Scientific Committee, International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services 11th Conference 2010 – 2011 

Student Research Poster Day Judge, Child & Family Research Institute, Vancouver, Canada 2009 

Research Advisory Committee, Forensic Psychiatric Services Commission, Coquitlam, Canada 2008 – 2010 

Graduate Student Member, Conference Advisory Committee, American Psychology-Law Society 2006 – 2008 

Ad Hoc Journal Reviewer 

Aggression and Violent Behavior; Aggressive Behavior; American Behavioral Scientist; American Journal of Public Health; 
Archives of Forensic Psychology; Archives of Women’s Mental Health; Assessment; Canadian Journal of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice; Criminal Justice and Behavior; Criminology; General Hospital Psychiatry; International Journal of Offender 
Therapy and Comparative Criminology; Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research; Journal of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychology; Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology; Journal of Interpersonal Violence; Journal of Mental Health; 
Journal of Threat Assessment and Management; Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology; Law and Human Behavior; 
Personality Disorders: Theory, Treatment, and Research; Psychiatry Research; Psychological Assessment; Psychological 
Services; Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology; Violence and Victims 

Ad Hoc Grant Reviewer 

American Psychology-Law Society Early Career Professionals Grant-in-Aid Program; Bureau of Justice Assistance; Disability 
Determination Process (DDP) Small Grant Program, Policy Research, Inc.; National Institute of Justice; National Science 
Foundation; Ohio Department of Mental Health; Safety and Justice Challenge Research Consortium; Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada; TROSA Scholars@Duke Pilot Research Program 

Textbook Reviewer 

Oxford University Press 

Conference Submission Reviewer 

American Psychological Association; American Psychology-Law Society; International Association of Forensic Mental Health 
Services 
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Current Memberships in Professional Organizations 

American Association for the Advancement of Science; American Psychological Association; American Psychology-Law 
Society; American Public Health Association; International Association of Forensic Mental Health Services; Mental Health, Law 
& Policy Institute; Society for Community Research and Action; Society for Health Psychology 

Community Involvement 

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Pretrial Expert Panel on Pretrial Risk Management  2019 

Pretrial Risk Management Project, Safety + Justice Challenge, MacArthur Foundation 2018 – 2020 

North Carolina Stepping Up Planning Committee, NC Department of Public Safety 2017 – 

Critical Nontraditional Information Exchange Task Team, Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative, U.S. 
Department of Justice 

2016 – 2017 

Key Informant, Comparative Effectiveness of Strategies to De-escalate Aggressive Behaviors in Psychiatric 
Patients, RTI-UNC Evidence-Based Practice Center (funded by AHRQ) 

2015 

Juvenile Assessment Task Team, Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative, U.S. Department of Justice 2014 – 2015 

Risk Communication Taskforce, Council of State Governments Justice Center 2014 – 2016 

Advisory Board for the Cognitive-Behavioral Treatment Curriculum Project, Council of State Governments 
Justice Center and University of Cincinnati’s Corrections Institute 

2014 – 2015 

Wake County (NC) Mental Health / Criminal Justice Advisory Committee 2014 – 2018 

Wake County (NC) Mental Health Court Steering Committee 2013 – 2015 

Wake County (NC) Jail Forensic Transition Committee 2013 – 2014 

Corrections Management and Reentry Task Team, Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative, U.S. 
Department of Justice 

2013 – 2014 

Florida State Task Force on Substance Use and Mental Health Issues in the Court 2011 

Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee, Family Justice Center of Hillsborough County, FL 2010 – 2012 

Child Welfare, Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse Steering Committee, Family Justice Center of 
Hillsborough County, FL 

2010 – 2012 

Advisory Committee, Provincial Health Services Authority Mental Health Promotion Capacity-Building 
Clinical Training Tools and Resources, Vancouver, Canada 

2009 – 2010 

Forensic Psychiatric Services Representative, Centre for Mental Health Promotion, Provincial Health 
Services Authority, Vancouver, Canada 

2009 – 2010 

Violence, Abuse & Neglect Working Group, British Columbia Ministry of Healthy Living & Sport 2009 – 2010 

Board of Directors, British Columbia Crime Prevention Association, Vancouver, Canada 2009 

 


