MELINDA BETH SOPHER (Mindy)
919-917-3195 ∙ mindy_sopher@ncsu.edu ∙ @MindyBKD ∙ Raleigh, NC


EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

MA: College Student Personnel - Higher Education Administration     

Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio
    


BA: Political Science, Courses towards Sociology Minor and Education Minor     

Wittenberg University, Springfield, Ohio         

ADVISING & TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Lecturer / Faculty Rank / Academic Advisor  – Communication Department  [.75 and 1.0 FTE]

August 2001 – Present

201 Winston Hall, Campus Box 8104, NC State University, Raleigh, NC 27695-8104

· Taught Nonprofit Leadership & Development [COM 466] service-learning classes: average 38 students per semester in person and online
· Taught Public Speaking [COM110] & Interpersonal Comm. [COM 112] classes: average 20 students per class in person and online
· Lead Advisor for over 200 Junior Communication majors focused on academic success, progress towards degree, internships career development, course selection, registration, Honors Programs, Communication minors and study abroad planning

· Team member supporting recruitment, New Student Orientation. Welcome Week, Graduation, Open House, Progress to Degree, Study Abroad, etc.
· Recognized as Outstanding Academic Advisor in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences  
· Advised students on academic progress & planning; Served as Advisor of Record for 200 Junior class Communication majors (Aug. 2003-2007)
· Mentored Graduate Teaching Assistants and Park Scholars; served on Department and University Committees

· Participated in DELTA Web-Based Instruction Seminar Team to create a hybrid public speaking class

· Taught Public Speaking and Foundations of Leadership as Adjunct Instructor at William Peace University 2007 – 2012

· Recognized as Outstanding Instructor in the Department of Communication for three different semesters 
Academic Advisor / Lecturer / Coordinator of Faculty Relations 




July 2005 – December 2019
Exploratory Studies and Academic Advising Services [formerly with OASIS] 

221 Holmes Hall & 212 Park Shops, NC State University, Raleigh, NC  27695-7925

· Advised an average of 120 first year and continuing undecided students and Intra-Campus Transfers
· Taught 3 sections of a 1-hour weekly Transition to Higher Education course to 20 students per section
· Worked with founding team members to create and present the NC State Advisor Development Institute [ADI]
· Served on campus committees: Curriculum, Awards & Recognition, Welcome Week, Major Exploration, Majors/Minors Fair, Leadership Potential Retreat, Resident Mentor Selection & Training, Career Connections, Developmental Transcript, THINK, Open House, and scholar selection teams
· Presented workshops at NACADA National and Regional Meetings; regular NACADA Webinar participant

· Cultivated professional relationships with College of Humanities & Social Sciences as co-Department Liaison
· Guided & informed department staff regarding Greek affairs as Liaison to Fraternity & Sorority Life Department. 
· Recognized with the Barbara Solomon Award for Exemplary Service in Advising by Provost and NC State University 

Assistant Academic Advisor/Instructor & Director, Athletic Life Skills Program                                                      July 1995 – July 1998
Athletic Department, Webb University Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA 23508
· Advised 300 student-athletes for degree completion, satisfaction, & NCAA academic eligibility / certification
· Taught 2 sections ODU Orientation [ELS 101] & 3 sections Leadership Development Seminar [ELS 367]
· Administered new NCAA Life Skills Program:  Academic, Athletic, Service, Career and Personal Development
· Managed scholastic responsibilities, supervised academic tutors, study hall proctors and $25,000 budget
· Supervised 16 team Student Athlete Mentors, training, budget, programming, and ropes course training
· Advocate for campus diversity, Facilitator for LGBT Support Group, Alcohol Education Committee & AIDS Education Team

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

(Sopher Page 2)
Faculty in Residence [Chapter Resident Advisor – “Housemother”]




January 2014 – December 2019
Sigma Nu Fraternity, 2312 Greek Village Drive, Raleigh, NC 27606

Professional Speaker, Consultant and Trainer




  ForCollegeForLife, Inc., Bay City, MI 48706




                             
January 2017 – Present

  CAMPUSPEAK, Inc., Aurora, CO 80014  




                           
March 2011 – December 2016

  Training and Development Concepts, Virginia Beach, VA 23454

                                             
June 1997 – May 2015
· Presented keynotes & interactive workshops at 150+ campuses/conventions; created corporate board/staff development trainings  
Director of Greek Life / Faculty Rank





                             
July 1998 – July 2001


2011 Harris Hall, Campus Box 7314, NC State University, Raleigh, NC 27695-7314

· Managed 15 facilities, 17 live-in & facilities staff, administered facility renovations and a budget of $1.5 Million each year
· Created the Greek Life Department goals, logo, budget, staff &campus compact statement with staff team
· Supported growth in the community adding multicultural and progressive men’s groups among the six organizations added
· Led staff of 7 FT and graduate staff in counseling, advising, discipline, education, and program coordination for 40 student groups, 
primarily fraternities/sororities, their leaders, members, alumni, neighbors, and staff
Research Assistant – NILIE, NC State Adult & Community College Education



August 2001 – July 2003 

300 L Poe Hall, Campus Box 7801, NC State University, Raleigh, NC 27695-7801

Coordinator for Greek Affairs / Instructor - Education Department


         

July 1987 – July 1995

Webb University Student Center, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA 23529-0519

Greek Affairs Advisor / Instructor - Education Department 




July 1983 – July 1987

Student Organizations and Greek Affairs Office, Memphis State University, Memphis, TN 38152

Chapter Development Coordinator and Unit Director / Instructor 




June 1982 – June 1983

Office of Residence Life, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 43403

Assistant Dean: Director of Student Activities and Campus Center

                                           
July 1981 – June 1982

Student Activities Office, Campus Center, Heidelberg College, Tiffin, Ohio 44883

Residence Hall Director
 





                                  July 1979 – July 1981

Office of Residence Life, Wittenberg University, Springfield, Ohio 45501

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH & OTHER PUBLICATIONS

· Atkin et al., [2013] Transition to Higher Education Workbook. Raleigh, NC: CopyTron, Editorial Team.

· Beller et al., [2017-18] Transition to Higher Education Workbook. Plymouth, MI: Hayden-McNeil, Editorial Team

· Caison, A, Ed.D. Reno, D.L., and Sopher, M.B. [2001]. Student Assessment of the College Environment  

   [SACE].  A report for Northwest Vista Community College, San Antonio, TX.  Raleigh, NC:  NC State NILIE

· Dannels, Deanna, Editor [2002]. Public Speaking Student Handbook, Dubuque, IA: Kendall-Hunt. Contributor
· Sowell, Craig S., [2009]. Revealing the Non-Secrets. Indianapolis, IN: Createspace.  Editorial Peer Reviewer 

· Sopher, M.B. [2002]. Personal Assessment of the College Environment [PACE].  A report for Gateway Technical  

   College, Racine, WI.  Raleigh, NC:  North Carolina State University, NILIE
COMMUNITY & LEADERSHIP ROLES 
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Board of Directors President and Interim Executive Director       

             

               
March 1988 – March 1993

United Cerebral Palsy of SE Virginia, Inc., 1709 Colley Avenue, Suite 306, Norfolk, Virginia 23508

Additional Board of Directors Service  







January 1983 – Present
· Women's Institute for Leadership Development, Old Dominion [1997 - 1999], NC State U [1999-2001]

· Leadership Hampton Roads, Board of Trustees-Curriculum Chair [1993-1998], LHR Alumni [1990-1994]

· United Cerebral Palsy: SE Virginia, President [1987 - 1991] and Mid-South in Memphis [1983-1987]

· Association of Fraternity Advisors - National Vice President [1986-1997]

· Southeastern Interfraternity Conference [1983-1993 &1995]; SE Panhellenic Conference [1987 & 1994]
Organizational Memberships and Service and Leadership
· National Association of Campus Academic Advisors (NACADA) [2014- Present]

· North Carolina Association of Student Personnel Administrators [1998–2001]; Virginia ASPA [1987-1998]

· North Carolina State Wolfpack Club [1998-2001, 2014-Present]; Old Dominion Big Blue Club [1996-1998]

· National Association of Athletic Academic Advisors [N4A] [1995-1998]; NCAA Life Skills Association [1995-1998]

· National Association of Campus Activities [NACA] [1981–83]; Association of College Unions–Intl [ACU-I] [1982-3]

· Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership Honor Society, Faculty Secretary [1987-1998]

· Triangle & Tidewater Alumnae Panhellenic Association [TAP] Member [1998–2017, President [2001-2003]

· Kappa Delta Sorority: Alumnae President, Chapter Advisor, Memphis Alumnae Assoc. [Co- Founder], National Leadership Conference Speaker, House Corporation Board, Recommendation Chair, Alumnae Assoc. President, Alumnae Panhellenic Delegate, Alumnae Panhellenic President, National Centennial Convention Local Chair, National Sgt.at Arms, Convention Page, Outstanding Senior, Chapter President

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & CERTIFICATIONS

Advisor Development Institute 
Strong Interest Inventory Administration / Interpretation Certified
QPR Gatekeeper Training 
         Study Circles on Race

Faculty Center for Teaching/Learning Curriculum Writing Program
Study Circles on Race
Equal Opportunity Institute
Delta Summer Institute:  Teaching and Learning with Technology
CT Vivian Institute on Race
      Project SAFE (LGBTQ Safe)
BRIDGES Higher Education Leadership Program for NC Women
Leadership Raleigh, NC 

LEAD Education, Norfolk, VA
Leadership Hampton Roads, VA: Chamber Leadership Program 
Critical Thinking THINK INC.
HONORS & AWARDS

· Robert H. Shaffer (lifetime achievement) Award by the Association of Fraternity-Sorority Advisors [December 2017] 

· Order of the Long Leaf Pine awarded by NC Governor Beverly Purdue for service to North Carolina [March 2010]
· “Mindy Sopher Day” named by Raleigh City Mayor for service to the Raleigh community [November 20, 2009]
· James B. Conant Award for Excellence in Education by Delta Upsilon International Fraternity [July 2008]
· Sue Kraft Fussell Distinguished Service Award by the Assoc. of Fraternity-Sorority Advisors [December 2007]
· Barbara Solomon Award for Exemplary Service in Advising from the Office of the Provost [May 2007]
· College of Humanities and Social Sciences Outstanding Advisor of the Year Award [April 2007]
· “Trendsetter Award“ for inspiring volunteerism in Raleigh & Wake County, from Activate Good [November 2015]
· Nominee, Outstanding Support of Teaching and Learning Award from the Faculty Teaching Center [January 2007]
· Interviewed for numerous articles [campus media] about cancer [2005-15]   www.Techniciannonline.com
· Feature Story:  Faculty Profile in Agoromek Student Yearbook   [2013 and 2017]
· Center for Leadership Ethics & Public Service Advocate Award for supporting student leadership development from CSLEPS [2006]
· Honored by NC State Panhellenic by Naming the Outstanding Sorority Award “The Sopher Cup” [2005]
· Chapter Advisor of the Year, NC State University Greek Community [2005] & Volunteer of the Year [2017]
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· Faculty Member of the Year from the NC State Delta Gamma Women’s Fraternity [2003] and Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity at Old Dominion [1994]
· International Greek Advisor of the Year from the Sigma Nu International Fraternity [2000]
· Julian F. Hirst Award for Community Leadership from the Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce [1998]
· Service Awards: 13 national fraternities, National Order of Omega Honor Society, and South Eastern Interfraternity Conference

· Recipient of 11 Outstanding Faculty Citations from Undergraduate Student Who's Who Recipients at Old Dominion University
ADDTIONAL RESOURCES & INFORMATION

Communication Department Site  


http://communication.chass.ncsu.edu/faculty_staff/mbsopher 

COM 466 Nonprofit Leadership Class Page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/344577171548/
Teaching Evaluations - Available Upon Request[image: image1.png]



