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Education

LSU, Ph.D. in English and American Literature, 1989

University College Dublin, M.A. (Honors) in English and American Literature, 1982  

University College Dublin, B.A. (Honors) in English Language                                                    

and Literature, 1981

Academic Title: Professor, Department of English, North Carolina State University
Areas 

Creative: Poetry and creative nonfiction

Critical: Poetry, American literature, modernism and postmodernism 
Books

Poetry:

Strange Country (Shearsman Books, September 2016). [Nominated for the 2017 Griffin Poetry Prize: http://www.griffinpoetryprize.com]
Landscape with Light (Shearsman Books, 2014). 
The Book of the Floating World: The Expanded Edition (Parlor Press, 2007) 

Lyrical Essays:
After Paradise: Essays on the Fate of American Writing (Shearsman Books, 2009). 
Criticism:
Fiction, Crime, and Empire: Clues to Modernity and Postmodernism.  Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1993. 
Publications—Essays

“Introduction” to D.H. Lawrence’s Studies in Classic American Literature (Exeter: Shearsman Books, 2011) pp. 7-36.

“Melville and Bartleby: The End of Audience” republished with “An Interview with Jon Thompson” in Best of the Web 2009, Lee K. Abbott editor. (Dzanc Books) pp.79-96.

“Melville and Bartleby: The End of Audience” in Identity Theory, March 2008

“Ghost Writing: Walt Whitman’s Specimen Days” in Kiosk, No. 4 (2005), pp. 201-225

“Treason of an Accent: Emily Dickinson’s Letters,” solicited for the inaugural issue of Fascicle. 

Fascicle 1 (Summer 2005). http://www.fascicle.com/issue01/main/contents_frameset.htm

“Ferocious Alphabets": Michael Herr's Dispatches." The Massachusetts Review. (December, 2003)

“Travels in Paradise: Nabokov’s Lolita.” Genre. 30:4 (Winter 1997); 311-332
“Superman and Salman Rushdie: Midnight’s Children and the Disillusionment of History.” Journal of Commonwealth and Postcolonial Literature (Dec. 1995): 1-24.
“Realisms and Modernisms: Raymond Williams and Popular Fiction.” Views Beyond the Border Country: Raymond Williams and Cultural Politics. Dennis Dworkin and Leslie Roman, eds. New York and London: Routledge, 1993: 72-88.

“Madge Wildfire and Sir Walter Scott: The Heart of MidLothian.” Literature and History. 13:2 (1987): 188-198.

“Joyce and Dialogism: Politics of Style in Dubliners.” Works and Days. 5:2 (1987): 79-95.

Edited Work 

Journal

Founding editor of Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, started in 2001.
Free Verse can be accessed at: http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/
Free Verse—an annual, electronic, international journal--publishes the finest free verse being written today. The journal aims to provide a forum for the wide variety of poetic experiments and work in various poetic traditions in the United States, and abroad. Free Verse publishes eclectic, accomplished lyric poetry. Issues feature original poetry (or original translations), reviews of recent collections of poems and an interview of a notable poet. Issues are published in the summer. Prominent poets published in Free Verse include Brenda Hillman, Susan Stewart, Cole Swensen, Clayton Eshleman, Medbh McGuckian, Jackie Kay, Trevor Joyce, Norman Finkelstein, Paul Hoover, Maxine Chernoff and Franz Wright.

Free Verse's editorial board includes prominent poets and critics, such as Jorie Graham, Medbh McGuckian, Charles Altieri, Declan Kiberd, Marjorie Perloff, Carolyn Forche, C.D. Wright, and Cole Swensen. 

To date, Free Verse has had over 750,000 readers world-wide.

Free Verse Editions: A Parlor Press series: http://www.parlorpress.com/freeverse/index.html
I’m the founding editor Free Verse Editions, a poetry series featuring single-author collections in perfect-bound paperback editions available in bookshops and online vendors. This series was launched in 2005. Free Verse Editions publishes ground-breaking original collections in English as well as original translations. To date, the books published in the series are:
2016
Shim Bo-Seon, Fifteen Seconds without Sorrow, translated by Chung Eun-Gwi and Brother Anthony of Taizé

Hannah Craig, This History That Just Happened, [New Measure Poetry Prize selected by Yusef Komunyakaa]

Derek Gromadzki, Pilgrimage Suites, They Who Saw the Deep, Geraldine Monk

Nicolas Pesques, Overyellow, translated by Cole Swensen
Ethel Rackin, Go On
2015
Matthew Cooperman, Spool [New Measure Poetry Prize award]
Jennifer Atkinson, The Thinking Eye
Carolyn Guinzio, Spine
Guillevic, Summoned, translated my Monique Chefdor and Stella Harvey

Valerio Magrelli, Condominium of the Flesh, translated by Clarissa Botsford
2014
Monica Berlin and Beth Marzoni, No Shape Bends The River So Long [New Measure Poetry Prize Winner, selected by Carolyn Forche]
Jesus Losada, The Magnetic Brackets. Translated by Michael Smith and Luis Ingelmo

Allison Funk, The Wonder Rooms
L.S. Klatt, Sunshine Wound
2013

Eric Pankey, Dismantling the Angel. [New Measure Poetry Prize]
Siobhan Scarry, Pilgrimly. 

2012

Jennifer Atkinson, Canticle of the Night Path [New Measure Poetry Prize Winner, selected by Susan Stewart]

Christopher Kondrich, Contrapuntal. Endorsed by Timothy Donelley, Bin Ramke, Eleni Sikelianos

Ethel Rackin, The Forever Notes. Endorsed by Susan Stewart.
Aidan Semmens, The Book of Isaac.
Morgan Lucas Schuldt, Erros. Endorsed by Carolyn Forche
2011

Georges Godeau, We’ll See, translated by Kathleen McGookey. This edition was supported by a Hemingway grant from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Endorsed by Gary Young.
Jeongrye Choi, Instances. Translated by Brenda Hillman and Wayne de Fremery. This bi-lingual edition was supported by a grant from the Literature Translation Institute-Korea. 

Christopher Sindt, The Bodies. Endorsed by Michael Palmer, Jane Miller and Elizabeth Robinson.

Brittany Perham, The Curiosities. Endorsed by Eavan Boland, D.A. Powell and Lisa Russ Spar.

James Capozzi, Country Album [New Measure Prize winner]. Endorsed by John Yau and Larissa Szporluk
Rolf Dieter Brinkmann, An Unchanging Blue: Selected Poems 1962-1975. Translated by Mark Terrill

2010

Brenda Hillman and Diallah Haidar, translators: Poems from Above the Hill and Selected Work by Ashur Etwebi 
Emily Carr, 13 Ways of Happily [New Measure Prize winner, selected by Cole Swensen]. Endorsed by Cynthia Hogue and Mark Cox.
Lisa Fishman, Current
2009

Daniel Rzicznek’s Divination Machine. Endorsed by Djelloul Marbrook  & H.L. Hix

Ger Killeen’s Blood Orbits.

Molly Bendall’s Under the Quick. Endorsed by Dan Beachy-Quick.

2008 

Carolyn  Guinzio’s Quarry. Endorsed by Ann Lauterbach, David Shapiro &Tony Tost.

Jennie Neighbors’ Between the Twilight and the  Sky. Endorsed by Ann Lauterbach & Robin Blaser.

 Boyer Rickel’s remanence. Endorsed by Rae Armantrout, Timothy Liu & Jane Miller.

Yermiyahu Ahron Taub’s What Stillness Illuminated. Endorsed by Peter Covino & Jeff Mann.

Miguel  Hernandez’s Prison Poems, translated by Michael  Smith.

2007
Cindy Savett’s Child in the Road. Endorsed by Jean Valentine & Molly Peacock. 

Morgan Lucas Schuldt’s Verge. Endorsed by Carolyn Forche, Lisa Jarnot, Karen Volkman & Barbara Cully.

Dawn Michelle Baude’s The Flying House. Endorsed by Alice Notley and Jennifer Moxley.

2006

Nicolas Pesques’s Physis (translated by Cole Swensen)

Adam Clay’s The Wash. Endorsed by Maurice Manning, Joyelle McSweeney & Michael  Heffernan.

Daniel Tiffany’s Puppet Wardrobe. Endorsed by Gilian Conoley, Susan Wheeler, Andrew Maxwell & Brenda Shaughnessy.

Thomas Lisk’s These Beautiful Limits. Endorsed by Barbra Hamby, Aaron McCollough & Elizabeth Ash Velez.

2005

Peter Riley’s A Map of Faring 

Attilio Bertolucci’s Winter Journey  (translated by Nicholas Benson). Endorsed by Mark Rudman

Ger Killeen’s Signs Following
To read more about the series, go to: http://www.parlorpress.com/freeverse/index.html
Publications—Poetry
Poems from Notebook of Last Things, forthcoming in Osiris (June 2017)
From  Notebook of Last Things, Shearsman 109 &110 (Winter 2016/2017)
“Paul Celan Dreams of America,” Colorado Review, Winter 2016

“Finalsville,” Mantis (2016)
“To Paradise, I Give My Half-Forgotten Dreams”: Pangyrus (2016)

 “It Broke from Within,” “History. Desire. Tragedy. Repeat”: Molly Bloom (2016)

“What They Believed,” Sixth Finch, Fall 2015

“At The Ruins of the First African-American Hospital Between Hampton, VA. and New Orleans, LA., Founded in 1896, and Later Used As Part Of a State-Led Eugenics Program,” Mandala: Journal ,Issue XI, 2015

“Letter to John Huston,” “Panic That Does Not Know Its Own Name,” and “Landscape with Emotion.” Jerry Magazine, Issue 8: Summer 2014

 “Fictions of the One You Love,” “Not Even a Dream,” “Time Lapse,” “White Days” in a “Tribute to John Taggart,” Jacket 2: June 2014.
“Big Weather,” “ Lepanto,” “ LOL” in Fortnightly Review, May 2014.
 “Letter to Charlie Chaplin,” Mayday Magazine, Issue 7, Fall 2013

http://www.maydaymagazine.com/issue7poetrythompson.php
“Infatuation”: 491 Magazine, Spring 2013, No. 7.
 “Brief Chronicle of Desire,” “ From the Notebook of Disappointment,” “ “On the Land Question,” “The Wilderness Beckons to the Self Unknown to the Self,” “Poem Reflecting on How the West Was Won,” “Spencer Tracy’s Silver Train Transverses the Desert of Death Valley with Jagged Mountains in the Distance”: Molly Bloom, Issue 2, 2013
http://mollybloompoetry.weebly.com/jon-thompson.html

“Landscape That Makes Language Less and Less,” “Letter to John Ford”: Quiddity: International Literary Journal. Vol 6, No. 2
“You Think It’s You But It’s Really Not,” American Literary Review, Fall 2012-Spring 2013.

The Common: “Snow as Different Versions of Things,” “Borderlands, or Where is the Source of Corruption,” Issue 5, 2013.
Hayden’s Ferry Review: “Letter to Martin Scorsese,” “Postcards to Hitchcock” (Spring/Summer 2013) Issue 52.
“Shares,” Map Literary, Issue 2 (2012): http://www.mapliterary.org/2012/09/jon-thompson/
 “Letter to Jim Jarmusch” in The White Review, Issue 13 (Fall 2011)

“The Emigrants Go West, Go West, Go West,” “A New Chorus,” Shearsman Magazine 87 & 88 (April 2011)

“The Carte of all the Coast of Virginia,” “A Weroan or Great Lorde of Virginia,” “A chieff Lorde of Roanoac,” “The Marckes of Sundrye of the Mene of Virginia” in Common-place, Vol. 12, No. 2: http://www.common-place.org/vol-12/no-02/poetry/
“Nothing we love    is what we love” Blackbox Manifold, No. 6: http://www.manifold.group.shef.ac.uk/issue6/JonThompson6.html

 “The Unregenerate Who Once Wanted to be Redeemed,” “To Feel the Wholeness of the World,” Witness, Vol. XXIV, No. 2 (Summer 2011)
“[How everything is far away],” “ [Amidst the suffering     there’s the question],”
“[Men without fear     make incalculable beauty]” (from the American Landscapes ms) in Issue 5 (2011) in 1913: A Journal of Forms
“Leptis Magna,” “American Sublime” in 2010 in Horizon Review 5
“[Ceaseless    this wandering epic]” in The Colorado Review 37:3, fall/winter 2010

“Deathward We Ride” in The Colorado Review, 37:3, fall/winter 2010

“Six Feet Under” in Third Coast (Fall, 2009)

“Heaven Comes Down to Earth” in Lisa Russ Spaar’s All that Mighty Heart: London Poems (Charlottesville & London: University of Virginia Press, 2008) 

“XXII,” “XXIII” in Cue: A Journal of Prose Poetry. Volume IV, Issue 2 (2008).

“Full Fathom Five,” “The Deep,” “Lavender”: Drunken Boat #9 (March 2008)

“XX” in Typo 8 (Fall 2007)

“V,” “XXIV” in New Ohio Review no. 2 (Fall, 2007)

“II (Desert Script)” in Vallum Magazine 4:1 (2007)  
 “Alchemy,” “Number 1A,” “Autumn Rhythm”: Conjunctions online (2007)
 “VI,” “XVI” in Fascicle, Issue 3 [Winter 2006-2007]

“I,” “IV,” “XXI” “XXVIII” in CutBank 65 (Winter 2006), pp. 124-127

“XX” in Typo Magazine, Issue 8 (http://www.typomag.com/)

“A chief Ladye of Pomeiooc,” “Their manner of careynge their Children,” “The coniuerer” in Carolina Quarterly. Winter 2005, Vol. 57, No. 1. 
 “VII,” VIII,” “X,” “XII,” “XIII” in Stride Magazine (March 2005)(U.K.) www.stridemagazine.co.uk 

“III,” “XI,” and “XVIII” in GutCult Vol. 3, Issue 2 (Summer 2005). http://www.gutcult.com/Site/litjourn6/html/ussection.html

“VII,” VIII,” “X,” “XII,” “XIII” from Inscriptions in a Broken Time in Stride Magazine (U.K.). www.stridemagazine.co.uk 

“The brovvyllinge of their fish ouer the flame,” “Their feethynge of their meate in earthen pottes,” “Their fitting at meate, ” in Shearsman Magazine (UK), Issue 61, http://www.shearsman.com/pages/magazine/home.html 
“Letter 3,” Hotel Amerika, (Vol. 3, Number 1, 2004), p.93.  www.hotelamerika.net

“Interior Life of a Painting,” Cross Connect, Issue 21 (February 2004) http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/xconnect/i21/t/thompson1.html
“Honganji Temple” The Potomac Review, Issue 36 (Fall/Winter 2003-2004), p. 8.

“Honganji Temple II,” The Potomac Review, Issue 36 (Fall/Winter 2003-2004), p.9 

"Full Fathom Five," "Plantations as Museums," "What it Was Like, "Old Theologies," "The Sense of an Ending," "After Reading Jefferson, James and Pound." Word/For Word, inaugural issue (on-line poetry journal). http://www.wordforword.info/

"Writing History." Faultline, Volume 10 (2001): 35

"Double Exposure." Faultline, Volume 10 (2001): 34

"Asaka." Faultline, Volume 10 (2001): 33

“Vestigial” Quarterly West, Number 50 (Spring/Summer 2000), 56.

“Thresholds,” The Iowa Review . 29:2 (Fall, 1999): 60

“Absolution,” The Iowa Review . 29:2 (Fall, 1999): 60-61

“Black Market” The Iowa Review 29:2 (Fall, 1999): 61

“Body/Art,” Visions International, Double Decade 20th Anniversary Issue, Number 60 (Fall, 1999), 12.

“Walls,” Prism International, 37:1(Fall, 1998), 53.

“The World, the Text, the Writer,” The Centennial Review, Vol. XLII, No. 1 (Winter, 1998): 132.

“The Dancing Woman.” The Centennial Review, Vol. XLII, No. 1 (Winter, 1998):133.

“North American Dreams.” Jouvert [“NAD” is a nine page poetic sequence].

http://social.chass.ncsu.edu/jouvert/v2i2/thompso.htm

“As If.” American Literary Review. 7:2 (Fall 1996): 51.

“After Paradise.” Terra Nova: Nature & Culture. 1:3 (Summer 1996): 20-21.

Publications—Reviews and Interviews

“Reckonings with the Land”: The Ground Aslant: An Anthology of Radical Landscape Poetry, edited by Harriet Tarlo (Exeter: Shearsman Books, 2011) and Peter Riley, The Glacial Stairway (Manchester: Carcanet Press, 2010) in Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 21 (Winter 2011)
“Going Home: Atsuro Riley’s Romey’s Order” in Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 19 (Winter 2011)

“On the State of Poetry Publishing in the New Millennium: A Roundtable by Free Verse,” in Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 19 (Summer, 2010) 

On the “Inhabiting  Air”: Susan Howe’s The  Soul’s of the Labadie Tract in Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 13.

 “Beyond the Given”: Peter Gizzi’s The Outernationale in Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 12.

 “An Interview with Susan Howe.” Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 9 (Winter 2005)

“The Dream of the World.” Review of Peter Riley’s Excavations. Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 7 (Winter, 2005)    http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/ 

“Making it New.” Review of  Susan Stewart’s Columbarium. Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 6 (Spring, 2004)

http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/

 “An Interview with Cole Swensen,” Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 5 (Winter, 2003). http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/Pages/interviews.htm

“An Interview with Susan Stewart,” Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 4 (Spring 2003) http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/

"Utopian Tenderness." A review of George Oppen's New Collected Poems, edited by Michael Davidson (New York: New Direction, 2002). Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 2 (Spring, 2002). http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/

 “An Interview with John Balaban.” Free Verse: A Journal of Contemporary Poetry & Poetics, Issue 1 (Winter, 2001). http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/

“Consuming Megalopolis.” A review of Celeste Olalquiaga’s Megalopolis: Contemporary Cultural  Sensibilities. Postmodern Culture. 3:2 (January, 1993). Five pages.

“A Turn toward the Past.” A review of Carolyn Forche’s The Angel of History. Postmodern Culture V5, N2 (January, 1995). 
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