Curriculum Vita

3/1/12
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Email: dick_reavis@ncsu.edu

Education

B.A., University of Texas at Austin, 1968, philosophy 

M.A., University of Texas at Arlington, 1998, English 

Teaching

1997-1998

University of Texas at Arlington (Arlington, TX)




Freshman composition, magazine writing.

1998-1999

Austin Community College (Austin, TX)




Freshman composition

2004-2011
Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC)

Basic journalism, advanced journalism, editorial writing, creative non-fiction.

2011-present
Associate Professor, North Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC)

Professional experience

Senior Reporter, San Antonio Express-News, Jan. 2000—Dec. 2003

Features Writer, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Sept. 1999--Jan. 2000 

 Editor, Texas Parks & Wildlife, May 1998--Sept. 1999 

Staff Writer, Dallas Observer, 1992-93 

Mexico Correspondent, San Antonio Light, 1991-92 

Senior Editor, Associate Editor, Texas Monthly, 1981-1990 

Reporter, Moore County News, 1974-77 

Books

Reprints in anthologies are omitted because I haven’t kept track of them. 

Without Documents, Condor Publishers, 1978 

Conversations with Moctezuma, William Morrow & Co., 1990 ; Quill, 1991 

ed. and trans., Diary of an Undocumented Immigrant, Arte Público Press, 1991, 1999, 2006

Texas, Fodors/Random House/Compass, 1995, 1997, 2004 

The Ashes of Waco, Simon & Schuster, 1995; Syracuse University Press, 1998 
ed. and trans., Diary of a Guerrilla, Arte Público Press, 1999 
If White Kids Die, University of North Texas Press, 2001 

Catching Out: The Secret World of Day Laborers, Simon & Schuster, February 2010.

Short free-lance articles:

News and op-ed pieces of mine have been published or reprinted in the following. These articles are not accounted for elsewhere in this document:

High Plains Journal, In These Times, Yankee Homes, Wall St. Journal, El Norte, Best of Business Quarterly, Nieman Reports, Readers Digest, New York Times, Utne Reader, USA Today, Christian Science Monitor, People, Outdoor Life, IRE Journal, Penthouse, The Hindu, Desert Mountain Times, Independent Weekly, AlterNet, Counterpunch.org, Salon.com., Texas Observer.

Newspaper stories:

I have written about 1,500 news stories, many of them, before bylines were customary. Listing them would be nearly impossible, since I did not keep track of them over the years. Lexis-Nexis, a database preserving significant newspaper stories published since 1993, lists only 115 of these. 

Major Magazine stories:

Stories of 3,000 words or greater in length published before July, 2004:

“The Kickapoo: a Hut Is Not a Home.” Texas Observer, June 3, 1977

“The Smoldering Fire.” Texas Monthly, March 1978

“I Was a Bum.” Texas Monthly, May 1978

“At War in the Mexican Jungle.” Mother Jones, May 1978

“Labor Pains.” Texas Monthly, August 1978

“A Season in Hell.” Texas Monthly, October 1978

“Stop the Presses.” Texas Monthly, November 1978

“Rebel With a Cause.” Texas Monthly, Febuary 1979

“Never Love a Bandido.” Texas Monthly, May 1979

“Good Therapy.” (under the pen name ‘Sleepy Small’) Easy Riders, October 1979

“Smokers Are People Too.” Texas Monthly, December 1979

“The Crack-Up.” Texas Monthly, February 1980

“Town Without Pity.” Texas Monthly, May 1980

“You’ll Never Get Out of This Alive.” Iron Horse, April 1980

“Why I Turned In Lee Otis Johnson.” Texas Monthly, July 1980

“Unreliable Witness.” Texas Observer, July 25, 1980

“Gotta Job.” (under pen name ‘Commissar’) Easy Riders, August 1980

“Klan on the Ropes.” Texas Observer, September 19, 1980

“A Gang of Mean Motor Scooters.” Westward, January 25, 1981

“Passing On.” Texas Monthly, April 1981

“’Til Death Do Us Part.” Houston City and D, August 1981

“Requiem for a Lightweight.” Houston City, November 1981

“The Truth About Carnivals.” Texas Monthly, November 1981

“The Saint of Falfurrias.” Texas Monthly, January 1982

“Way Out West in the Land of Cotton.” Texas Monthly, February 1982

“Ladies and Gentlemen, Meet the Next President of Mexico.” Texas Monthly, 

   March 1982

“Scarecrow Cops.” Texas Monthly, May 1982

“Growing Up Gringo.” Texas Monthly, August 1982

“God’s Happy Hour.” Texas Monthly, January 1983

“Charlie Brooks’ Last Words.” Texas Monthly, February 1983

“The New Rustlers.” Texas Monthly, April 1983

“Ninety Miles from Nowhere.” Texas Monthly, October 1983.

“The Politics of Armageddon.” Texas Monthly, October 1984

“4BR, 2BA, Needs Work.” Texas Monthly, November 1984

“Mikey.” Texas Monthly, April 1985

“Deep in the Heart of Mexico.” Texas Monthly, October 1985

“The Children’s War.” Campus Voice, February/March 1985

“Unionbusters.” Texas Monthly, June 1986

“Showdown in Chihuahua.” Texas Monthly, July 1986

“The Faulty Cure.” Texas Monthly, September 1986

“Country Music’s Hermit Saint.” Texas Monthly, October 1986

“The National Tour of Texas.” (a series) January, 1987—March, 1988

“The Last of the Border Lords.” Texas Monthly, February 1987

“Miles and Miles of Texas.” Texas Monthly, April 1988

“Where Women Rule.” American Way, May 1, 1988

“From Saints to Nowhere.” American Way, May 15, 1988

“Caught in the Middle.” Texas Monthly, June 1988

“Mystery in Ruin.” American Way, Dec. 1, 1988

“Estado de Sitio.” American Way, July 1, 1989

“Shelter for Life’s Last Struggle.” Special Report, August-October 1989

“How Do You Say Perestroika in Spanish?” Texas Monthly, October 1989

“Long Climb Back.” American Way, June 15, 1990

“Spirits.” American Way, Nov. 1, 1990

“Naked Truths.” Special Report, November 1989--January 1990

“States of Graceland.” Special Report, November 1989—January 1990

“Climbing Out of the Chasm.” Special Report, February-April 1990

“Don’t Fence Me In.” Special Report, February-April 1990

“The Lost Pyramids.” Texas Monthly, June 1990

“Crime and Dispassion.” Special Report, August-October 1990

“They Ate What?” American Way, December 15, 1990

“Down in del Valle.” Texas Monthly, December 1991

“Back in the Swim.” Special Report, November 1990—January 1991

“The Greening of Lima.” American Way, May 1, 1991

“Born to Lose.” Dallas Observer, September 3, 1992

“The Apparel Underground.” Dallas Observer, November 12, 1992

“Wino Dreams.” Dallas Observer, December 17, 1992

“Don’t Answer the Door.” Dallas Observer, January 7, 1993

“The Good Slumlords.” Dallas Observer, May 20, 1993

“Return of the Davidians.” Dallas Observer, July 1, 1993

“Hard Labor.” Dallas Observer, July 21, 1993

“Prophet of Doom.” Dallas Observer, November 9, 1993

“The World is Over.” Dallas Observer, March 31, 1994

“Chiapas Is Mexico.” The Progressive, May 1994

“11 Hours to Monterrey.” Dallas Observer, June 24, 1993

“Battle in the Birth Room.” Hippocrates, September 1994

“Waco: Justice Takes a Holiday.” Soldier of Fortune, October 1994

“What Happened to the Mexican Left?” The Progressive, November 1994

“What Really Happened at Waco?” Texas Monthly, July 1995

“Crazy Like a Fox.” The Met, December 6, 1995

“Standoff in Montana.” The Met, May 1, 1996

“How to Find a Lost Mayan City.” Men’s Journal, August 1996

“On the Panhandle Playas.” Texas Parks & Wildlife, January 1998

“Taming the Wild Spirit.” Polo, August 1998

“Pyro’s Mild-Mannered Prophet.” Graphis, November-December 1998

“Japan’s Best Bass Lake.” Texas Parks & Wildlife, September 1999

“Geof Kern and the Spaces in Between.” Graphis, January-February 2000

“Can Vicente Fox Save Mexico?” Texas Monthly, December 2000

“Los ‘Pocitos’ de la Muerte.” Proceso, February 3, 2002

“Last of the Red-Hot Radicals.” The Current, November 6, 2003

“Big City, Huge Problem.” Los Angeles Times Magazine, March 14, 2004

All articles published since July, 2004.

“Los Padillas.” Texas Parks & Wildlife, August 2004

“Fog of War.” Alternet.org, March 21, 2005

“What’s It Take to Get an Anti-War Movement Going?” Independent Weekly, March 23, 2005.

“The Newsweek Scandal.” Counterpunch.org, May 23, 2005

“The Lessons of Burning Crosses and Colored Smoke.” Counterpunch.org, July 12, 2005

“The Origins of Mr. Danger.” Counterpunch.org, November 7, 2005

“The Future of the Daily Press.” Counterpunch.org, Nov. 19, 2005

“The Ashes of Waco.” Counterpunch.org, Dec. 10. 2005

“Pancho bin Laden and Terrorists’ Tombs.” Counterpunch.org, April 5, 2006

“Border Walls: The View from Mexico.” Counterpunch.org, January 3, 2006

“What the UAE Deal Teaches Us.” Counterpunch.org, Feb. 25, 2006

“The Real Winners in Mexico.” Salon.com, July 10, 2006

“The Recount.” Texas Monthly, September 2006

“Mexico’s Time of Troubles.” Counterpunch.org, September 14, 2006

“The Immateriality of the Working Class.” Counterpunch.org, Nov. 7, 2006

“Bush’s MLK Day Speech.” Counterpunch.org, December 12, 2006

“The War Without a Name.” Counterpunch.org, February 14, 2007

“Made to Last.” Texas Observer, July 27, 2007

“A Way Out of the Newspaper Abyss.” Counterpunch.org, December 21, 2007

“D. Reavis: A Bridge to Earlier Times in Texas.” The Rag Blog, May 4, 2008

“Books: Dick Reavis Sees John Howard Griffin in Available Light.” The Rag Blog, May 27, 2008.

“Books: Dick Reavis on Carl Oglesby.” The Rag Blog, Aug. 5, 2008

“The Bitter Necessity of Nonviolence.” The Technician, Feb. 9, 2009

“Dick J. Reavis on Mark Rudd’s ‘Underground,’ and the 1969 SDS Split.” The Rag Blog, April 30, 2009.

“Journalism Faces Full Court Press.” The Rag Blog, June 30, 2009.

“At half mast: Neo-Confederate Kirk Lyons on race, immigration and what could be his final flag casse.” Independent Weekly, Aug. 11, 2009.

“SDS and the Great Divide.” The Rag Blog, Oct. 28, 2009.

“Texas Tribune Lacks Regional Vision.” The Rag Blog, Dec 2, 2009.

“Insurance Reform, In Brief: A Note from the Southern Worker, 1937.” Counterpunch.org, Dec. 22, 2009.

“’Catching Out’ in the Secret World of Day Laborers.” The Rag Blog, Feb. 15, 2010

“The Hole.” Independent Weekly, Feb. 17, 2010. 

“Something Missing at Texas Writers’ Festival?” The Rag Blog, May 5, 2010.

“Texas Monthly’s ‘Where I’m From.” The Rag Blog, May 26, 2010

“¿Quién es Más Texan?: Genealogy, Politics, and Bill White.” The Rag Blog, May 14, 2010.

“Signs of a New Inclusiveness? Texas Monthly’s Special Edition.” The Rag Blog, May 25, 2010.

“El Monstruo: John Ross’ History of Mexico.” The Rag Blog, May 25, 2010.

“David Crockett and the KKK in San Antonio.” The Rag Blog, June 23, 2010.

“Bruce Watson’s ‘Freedom Summer: The Savage Season That Made Mississippi Burn.” The Rag Blog, July 16, 2010.

“’The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains.” The Rag Blog, July 10, 2010. 

“The Conspiracy in the Attic,” Aug 19, 2010.

“Are Hoover and Obama Peas in a Pod?” Oct 19 2011

“The Obama Tax Compromise,” The Rag Blog, Dec 13, 2010

“Fort Worth’s Red Scare,” Texas Observer, September 2011.

“April 13 and the Original Occupy Raleigh,” News & Observer, April 12, 2012.

The Southern Worker, Index and Introduction. http://www.marxists.org/history/usa/pubs/southernworker.htm
June 14, 2012

Articles in scholarly journals:

“Enrique.” Southwest American Literature, Vol. 31, No. 1, Fall 2005

God’s Country, Uncle Sam’s Land. Todd M. Kerstetter: Urbana and

Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2006. Southwest American

Literature, Vol. 31, No. 2, Spring 2006

Chapters in Edited Collections (excludes reprints in anthologies)

“No Apologies: Texas Radicals Celebrate the ‘60s.” Daryl Janes, ed., Austin,  Eakin Press, 1992.

“The Late Great Mexican Border.” ed. Bobby Byrd and Susannah Mississippi Byrd, El Paso, Cinco Puntos Press, 1996.

“Gateway to Texas.” Rio Grande. Jan Reid, ed. University of Texas Press, 2004

Television and documentaries:


I have not kept track of radio, television and documentary appearances. In connection with The Ashes of Waco, in 1995 I appeared on the Charlie Rich, Diane Rehm, “Good Morning America,” and “Nightline” shows, and spent about two months in daily interviews with talk radio programs. My testimony before a Congressional committee investigating the affair was aired on C-Span. By my estimate, I also appeared in about a dozen television documentaries about the Waco incident. The first half of “Waco: The Rules of Engagement,” a three-hour documentary which was nominated for an Academy Award and won an Emmy, is essentially the film version of my book. Catching Out required me to sit for another dozen radio interviews, most of them on NPR affiliates. 

Honors and Awards:

Member, Texas Institute of Letters, 1985--present 

Fellow, Nieman Foundation for Journalism, Class of 1990 

Katie Award (Press Club of Dallas): 1991, 1993, 1994, 2002 

Headliners Award (Press Club of Austin): 1986, 1993, 2002

Stanley Walker Award (Texas Institute of Letters), 2004

National Magazine Award (Finalist): 1983

Judging, Panels, Presentations

Chairman, Stanley Walker Prize Committee, Texas Institute of Letters, 2005

“Rio Grande: The Storied River.” Southwestern Writers Collection, Texas State University at San Marcos, April 7, 2005

“If Texas Were a Nation.” Southwest Texas Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Feb. 11, 2006

“Texas Monthly and Texas Nationalism.” Southwest Texas Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Feb. 14, 2007

Chairman, Stanley Walker Prize Committee, Texas Institute of Letters, 2007

Judge, Construction Writers of America contest, 2008

Member, Stanley Walker Prize Committee, Texas Institute of Letters, 2008

Lectures in connection with Catching Out, 2010: University of Texas at Austin, Texas State University at San Marcos.

Guest Speaker, Mary Margaret Storey Journalism Lecture Series, Louisiana Tech University, 2012

Guest Speaker, Department of English, MFA program (non-fiction) George Mason University, 2012. 
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