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Education
Ph.D.

2000

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN





Director, Robert A. Orsi

M.A.

1995

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN

B.A.

1991

Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH

Employment
2012-

Professor



North Carolina State University

2008-

Adjunct Professor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2005-2011
Associate Head



Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies


North Carolina State University
2004-2012
Associate Professor


North Carolina State University

2000-2004
Assistant Professor



North Carolina State University

1993-99
Associate Instructor, Department of Religious Studies



Indiana University, Bloomington, IN

Research and Teaching Interests

Religion in American History and Culture; Religion and Politics; New Religious Movements; Theory and Method in the Study of Religion; Religion and Popular Culture; Religion and Violence
Thinking About Religion and Violence (for The Great Courses, 2018)

Awards and Honors
2016
Spirits Rejoice! named a Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year

2010
Alumni Distinguished Undergraduate Professor

2009
Religion of Fear named a Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year

2009
Religion of Fear named February Book of the Month by Religioustolerance.org

2005
CHASS Outstanding Teacher Award

2005
Alumni Outstanding Teacher Award

2002
CHASS Outstanding Junior Faculty Award
Publications

Books:

2015
Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American Religion. Oxford University Press.

2008
Religion of Fear: The Politics of Horror in Conservative Evangelicalism.

Oxford University Press.

2003 
The Fracture of Good Order: Christian Anti-Liberalism and the Challenge to

Postwar American Politics. University of North Carolina Press.

1997
Mary Jo Weaver with David Brakke and Jason Bivins. Introduction to 

Christianity, Third Revised Edition (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing


Company).

Articles and Book Chapters:

2019
“ ‘A Screaming Came Across the Sky’: Technologies of Face and Space in American Religion,” in American Religion, Vol. 1, Issue 1 (Fall 2019), pp. 49-66.

2019
“Space, Friction, and Sincerity: Secularism and/in American Law” in Joshua 


Dubler and Isaac Weiner, eds. Religion, Law, USA (New York University Press).

2018
“Music in American Religion” in John Corrigan, ed. The Oxford Encyclopedia of Religion in America (Oxford University Press).
2017
“The Bible in/and American Music,” in Paul Gutjahr, ed. The Oxford Handbook for the Bible in America (Oxford University Press).

2017
“Weight of the World: Religion and Heavy Metal Music in Four Cases,” in

Bruce Forbes and Jeffrey Mahan, eds. Religion and Popular Culture, Third Edition (University of California Press).

2016
“Belief,” in Steven Engel and Michael Stausberg, eds. The Oxford Handbook for
the Study of Religion (Oxford University Press)

2016
“Sound and Religion,” in Diane Apostolos-Cappadona, ed. Material Religion (Palgrave-MacMillan)

2016
“Response to Michael Kaler,” featured review and commentary, Bulletin for the

Study of Religion
2016
“Absence in Inside Llewyn Davis” in Elijah Siegler, ed. Coen: Framing Religion in Amoral Order (Baylor University Press)
2012
“Counting on the Words.” Bulletin for the Study of Religion 41:4 (October 2012),


pp. 36-41.

2012
“ ‘Only one repertory’: American Religious Studies,” Religion 42:3 (July 2012),

pp. 395-407.
2012
“By Demons Driven: Religious Teratologies” in Caroline Picart and John Browning, eds. Speaking of Monsters: A Teratological Anthology (New York: Palgrave-MacMillan), pp. 105-16.
2012
“Ubiquity Scorned: Belief’s Strange Survivals,” Method and Theory in the
Study of Religion 24:1 (2012), pp. 55-63.
2012
“Religion, Violence, and Politics in the United States” in Brian K. Pennington, 


ed. Teaching Religion and Violence (Oxford University Press), pp. 245-57.
2012
“Religion and Politics,” in Paul Harvey and Edward Blum, eds. The Columbia 


Guide to Religion in American History (Columbia University Press), pp. 136-53.
2010
“Religion and Politics: Nineteenth Century” in Charles Lippy and Peter Williams, eds. The Encyclopedia of Religion in America (CQ Press), 21 pp.
2007
“The Religion of Fear: Conservative Evangelicals, Identity, and Antiliberal Pop,” The Journal of Cultural and Religious Theory 8:2 (Spring 2007), pp. 81-103.

2007
“ ‘Beautiful Women Dig Graves’: Richard Baker-roshi, Imported Buddhism, and the Transmission of Ethics at the San Francisco Zen Center,” Religion and

American Culture (Winter 2007), pp. 57-94.
2005
“Religious and Legal Others: Identity, Law, and Representation in American

Christian Right and Neopagan Cultural Conflicts,” Culture and Religion 6:1 (March 2005), pp. 31-56.

2003
“Religious Protest,” in Catherine Cookson, ed. The Encyclopedia of Religious Freedom (New York:  Routledge Press), pp. 370-74.
2003
“Conservatism,” in Gary Laderman and Luis León, eds. The Encyclopedia of Religion and American Cultures (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO), pp. 493-96.
2000 
“ ‘Watch!’: Christian Anti-Liberalism and Postwar American Politics,” 


Polygraph 12, pp. 63-84.

1999
Jeffrey C. Isaac, Jason Bivins, and Matthew Filner. “American Democracy and


the New Christian Right: A Critique of Apolitical Liberalism,” in Ian Shapiro and


Casiano Hacker-Cordon, eds. Democracy’s Edges (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge


University Press), pp. 222-264.
Current and Forthcoming Research and Writing

Books: 
Embattled Majority: “Religion” and Its Despisers in America. Contract in preparation for Oxford University Press.
Articles and Book Chapters:

“Balls, Guts, and Populism: A Response to Jessica Johnson’s Biblical Porn,” forthcoming in Religious Studies Review (2019).

“Jazz Religious and Secular” (for Sarah Covington and Kathryn Reklis, eds. Protestantism and the Arts, forthcoming 2020)

“A Cultural History of Religion in the 1980s” (The 1980s in Theory and Practice, submitted, not yet under contract)
Selected Scholarly Presentations
2020
Keynote speaker, Religion and Co-Belligerency in Russia and the United States


Conference, University of Texas-Austin

2020
James Ackerman Distinguished Alumni Lecture, Indiana University-Bloomington

2019
Speaker and workshop leader, “Sound and Religion Symposium,” American


Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Diego

2019
“Sound and Religion,” invited workshop participant, Big Ears Festival, Knoxville,


Tennessee

2019
“The Lord is Heavy,” invited keynote, Religious Arts Festival, Birmingham, AL

2018
“Embattled Majority: On Action Movies, Persecution, and Religion in the Trump


Era,” Appalachian State University.

2018
“Taking Exception, Part 2,” invited workshop participant, Indiana University

2018
“Sound and Religion,” invited workshop participant, Big Ears Festival, Knoxville,


Tennessee

2018
“Religion and Journalism,” invited workshop participant, Northeastern University

2018
“American Religious Studies,” American Society of Church History Annual


Meeting, Washington, D.C.

2017
“Duke Ellington and Religion,” The Smithsonian Institute

2017
Speaker, “Preparing Scholars of Religion for Non-academic Careers,” American


Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Boston

2017
Speaker, “Sound as Religion,” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting,


Boston

2017
“Improvised Religion: Boundaries and Flow,” Creighton University

2017
“Religion Law USA,” invited workshop participant, University of Rochester

2017
“Taking Exception,” invited workshop participant, Indiana University

2017
“Spirits Rejoice!: Jazz and American Religion,” University of Tennessee-


Knoxville

2017
“Author Meets Critics: Spirits Rejoice!” Southeastern Commission for the Study


of Religion

2016
“Author Meets Critics: Spirits Rejoice!” American Academy of Religion

2016
“Respondent: Cultural History of the Study of Religion,” American Academy of


Religion

2016
“Smoke, Sweat, and Panic: Language and Improvisation in Jazz and Religion,” Annual Day Lecture, University of Alabama

2016
“Hipster Secularism and Mad Phat: Improvised Music and American Religions,” University of Texas-Austin

2016
“Authors Meets Critics: Spirits Rejoice!” American Sociology of Religion Meeting
2016
“The Politics of Religion at Home and Abroad,” invited Henry M. Luce workshop participant, Northwestern University

2016
“ ‘The Lord is Heavy’ : Jazz, Improvisation, and Religion,” The Annual Russell B. Nye Memorial Lecture, Michigan State University

2016
“Jazz Religious and Secular,” University of North Carolina-Charlotte

2016
Featured Author, Triangle American Religion Colloquium

2016
“Embattled Majority,” Religion in Society Conference, Washington, D.C.

2015
“Smoke, Sweat, and Panic: Language and Experience in the Study of Religion.” Featured Speaker, Swarthmore/Haverford Religious Studies Colloquium, Swarthmore College

2015    Featured Author, Seminar on American Religion, Cushwa Center, Notre Dame

2015
“ ‘ The Notes Mean Something ’: Improvised Music and the Study of Religion,”
Ohio State University

2015    Respondent, “Religion, Music, and Sincerity,” American Academy of Religion

2015
“The Tao of Mad Phat: Jazz, Meditation, and Improvising on the Body,” 


International Association for the History of Religion, Erfurt, Germany
2015
“ ‘A Dirty Word’: Jazz and the Secular Modern,” British Association for


American Studies, Northumbria University, England
2014
Respondent, Mellon Seminar on Religion and Politics, Duke University

2014
“ ’Religion’ in and Beyond A Love Supreme,” American Academy of


Religion Meeting

2014
Respondent, “Key Concepts in the Study of Religion,” American Academy


of Religion Meeting

2014
“Jazz and the Bible,” The Bible in American Life conference, IUPUI

2014
“Embattled Majority: On the Outrages of ‘Religion’ in America,” University


of Colorado – Colorado Springs

2014

“Affect, Democracy, and Religious Studies,” University of Colorado – Boulder

2014
Respondent, McLester Seminar, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

2013
“Persuasion and Religious Publics,” Religion and Media Seminar, American


Academy of Religion Meeting.

2013
 “ ‘Religion’ and Its Despisers in America: On Fundaments, Genealogies, and

Scholarly Publics.” University of North Florida.

2012    “Conservatism, Religion, and Politics.” Duke University.
2012
“Religion, Revelation, and Politics.” Elon College.

2012
Respondent, “Monsters Among Us.” American Academy of Religion Meeting.
2012
“ ‘Religion’ and/as Liberal Agon.” American Academy of Religion Meeting.
2012
Keynote speaker, Midwest American Academy of Religion Conference.

2012
Respondent, “Theorizing Fear.” Midwest American Academy of Religion Conference.

2012
Panelist, American Apocalypticism. Southeastern Commission for the Study of Religion Meeting.

2012
Panelist, Roundtable Discussion of Ann Taves’ Religious Experience


Reconsidered, Southeastern Commission for the Study of Religion Meeting.

2012
Panelist, Roundtable Discussion on the State of the Field, UNC-Charlotte.
2011
Respondent, “Industrial Effervescence: Manufacturing Economic Selves and
Producing Religious Collectivity in Modern America,” at the American Academy of Religion Meeting.
2011
Panelist, Roundtable Discussion of Winnifred Fallers Sullivan, Robert A. Yelle, and Mateo Taussig-Rubbo, eds. After Secular Law, at the American Academy of Religion Meeting.
2011
Moderator and Respondent, “Religion and Politics,” at the American Studies Association Meeting.

2011
Participant in “State of the Discipline: Belief” Workshop, Department of Religion, Yale University.
2010
Panelist, “Secularisms in America,” Religion and Media Workshop, American Academy of Religion Meeting, Atlanta.

2010
Invited featured speaker, “On Faith @ WashingtonPost.com,” Committee for 
The Public Understanding of Religion, American Academy of Religion Meeting, Atlanta.

2010
Panelist, “The Many Futures of the Discipline of Religious Studies,” UNC-Chapel Hill.

2010
“ ‘The Lord is Heavy’: Improvised Music and Religions,” featured speaker in 


Symposium on “Sound,” invited presentation at the International Association

For the History of Religion, Toronto.
2010
“Law, Religion, and Anti-Liberalism,” Duke Law School.

2009
“Religions Divide: Religion and National Politics in America,” Duke

University.
2009
“This Was Your Life: Jack Chick and the Dissemination of Political Religion,” American Academy of Religion Meeting.

2009
“ ‘Physicality is an Opportunity’: Jazz, Religion, and Representation,” Religion

and Media Seminar, American Academy of Religion Meeting.

2008
“ ‘Ancient to the Future’: Religion and Improvisation in the Association for the Advancement of Creative Musicians,” at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Chicago.

2008
“Embattled Majority: A Reflection on Political Religions, Public Life, and Academics,” Duke University.

2008
“ ‘Like Beating the Dog’: Religion, Fear, and American Democracy,” The Merrick Lecture and Seminar at Ohio Wesleyan University.

2005
“Teaching About Violence in American Religion,” at the American Academy of Religion Meeting, Philadelphia.

2005
“Horror, Identity, and Politics in Conservative Evangelicalism,” at 

Southeast Commission for the Study of Religion, Winston-Salem, NC.

2003
“Religion and Material Culture,” at the University of North Carolina-Chapel


Hill, NC.

2002
“Religion and Media,” at Wabash Teaching and Learning Center Workshops on


Pedagogy, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, NC.

2002
“Music and American Religion,” at the University of North Carolina-Chapel

Hill, NC.

2000
“Christian Anti-Liberalism and the Courts,” American Academy of Religion 


Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN.

2000
“Spirits Rejoice: Improvising New Religious Communities,” American Academy


of Religion Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN.

1999
“Pop Culture and Pedagogy,” Council for Spiritual and Ethical Education, Los


Angeles, CA, and Washington, DC.

1997
“ ‘Beautiful Women Dig Graves’: Richard Baker-roshi, Imported Buddhism, and 


the Crisis of Ethics at the San Francisco Zen Center,” Midwest American 


Academy of Religion Meeting, Terre Haute, IN.

1997
“Soul Power: The Christian Coalition in American Politics,” American Academy 


of Religion Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA.

Book Reviews and Review Essays
2018
“Francis Stewart’s Punk Rock is My Religion.” Reading Religion.

2016 
“Kathryn Gin Lum’s Damned Nation.” Catholic Historical Review.

2016
“Seth Dowland’s Family Values and the Rise of the Christian Right.” Journal of Southern Religion.

2016
“Robert Wuthnow’s Inventing American Religion.” Religious Studies Review.

2013
“Kelly J. Baker’s The Gospel According to the Klan.” Nova Religio.
2013
“Craig Calhoun, Mark Juergensmeyer, and Jonathan Van Antwerpen, eds. Rethinking Secularism.” Perspectives on Politics.

2012
“Kevin Schultz’s Tri-Faith America,” Journal of American History.

2010
“Eileen Luhr’s Witnessing Suburbia,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion.

2010
“Mark Noll’s God, Race, and Religion in American Politics,” Journal of Religion.

2009
“Jeffrey Sharlet’s The Family,” Journal of American History.

2007
“Michael Northcott’s An Angel Directs the Storm,” Sofia (November 2007).

2007
“Joe Creech’s Righteous Indignation,” North Carolina Historical Review 84:1.
2006
“David Gutterman’s Prophetic Politics,” The American Historical Review 111:4.

2003
“ ‘Religion’ and Religions in Legal Studies,” in Religious Studies Review.

2003 
“Frederick C. Harris’ Something Within,” Religious Studies Review.

2002
“American Religious Multitudes,” The Journal of American Ethnic History.

Occasional Pieces and Presentations for Public Media

2019
Fellow, Sacred Writes Public Scholarship Program, Northeastern University

2019
“How A Music Genre Know as Black Metal Came to Be Related to Church Burnings,” for The Conversation:

http://theconversation.com/how-a-music-genre-known-as-black-metal-came-to-be-related-to-church-burnings-115533
2015-
Consulting Expert for documentary films and media: 


Dorsay Alavi, dir. Wayne Shorter: Zero Gravity

Cynthia Hill, dir. Get Right with God (Religion and Politics in America)


Philip Welch, dir. Richard Baker-Roshi and the San Francisco Zen Center

Whitney Shefte, The Washington Post
2018
Invited participant, Renaissance Weekend, Charleston, SC

2018
“Conversation with Whitney Phillips” at: http://henryjenkins.org/blog/2018/9/26/popular-religion-and-participatory-culture-conversation-round-5-whitney-phillips-and-jason-blivens-part-one
2018
“How Christian Media is Shaping American Politics,” for The Conversation:

http://theconversation.com/how-christian-media-is-shaping-american-politics-95910.


Picked up by the Associated Press: LA Times, Chicago Tribune, Houston


Chronicle, SF Gate, WTOP, Alternet, Salon, Raleigh News & Observer.

2018
“Must We Burn Something to Get Attention?: 50 Years After the Catonsville

Nine,” at Religion Dispatches.

http://religiondispatches.org/must-we-burn-something-to-get-attention-50-years-after-the-catonsville-nine/
2018
“Open Carry Racism,” at Religion Dispatches.

http://religiondispatches.org/open-carry-racism-the-right-wing-fantasy-that-predates-trump/
2017
“Reflections on Christine Heyrmann’s Southern Cross,” Journal of Southern


Religion
2017
“What am I afraid of?” Religion and Culture Forum (University of Chicago).

2016
“Tim LaHaye’s World”


http://religiondispatches.org/tim-lahayes-world-were-living-in-it/
2015
The Oxford Comment podcast, focus on Religion of Fear.


http://blog.oup.com/2015/10/oxford-comment-episode-27/
2015
Readings for Spirits Rejoice! Regulator Bookshop (Durham, NC); Quail Ridge


Books (Raleigh, NC).

2015
Featured guest post at Religion in American History:


http://usreligion.blogspot.com/2015/04/spirits-rejoice-jazz-and-american.html
2015
Author blog for Oxford University Press: 

http://blog.oup.com/2015/04/religion-jazz-love-supreme-john-coltrane/
2015-
Feature interview on Spirits Rejoice! Jazz and American Religion, with


http://indianapublicmedia.org/nightlights/

http://marginalia.lareviewofbooks.org/first-impressions-35-jason-bivins/

https://techgnosis.com/jazz-spirits/
http://newbooksnetwork.com/jason-bivins-spirits-rejoice-jazz-and-american-religion-oxford-up-2015/
2014
“Take It to the Bridge: Jazz Prayers,” at Reverberations.


http://forums.ssrc.org/ndsp/2014/03/28/take-it-to-the-bridge-jazz-prayers/
2014
“Four Questions with Jason C. Bivins,” at Religion in American History blog.


http://usreligion.blogspot.com/2014/02/four-questions-with-jason-c-bivins.html.

2013
“Syria, Biblical Prophecy, and the American Apocalyptic Imagination,” at

Religion Dispatches.

2013
“Dwelling Amid Absence: A Response to Robert Orsi,” at Reverberations.


http://forums.ssrc.org/ndsp/2013/05/06/dwelling-amid-absence/
2012
Featured guest on The State of Things, WUNC Radio, Durham, NC.


http://wunc.org/tsot/archive/Meet_Jason_Bivins.mp3/view?searchterm=bivins
2012
“Embattled Majority: Religion and Its Despisers in America,” two-part research


feature at Religion in American History blog. http://usreligion.blogspot.com
2012
“Get It On: Response to Frequencies,” at The Immanent Frame.

http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/ 
2012
“Amanda Porterfield’s Conceived in Doubt,” at Religion in American History


blog.  http://usreligion.blogspot.com 

2011
“Off the Cuff: Response to the 2010 Midterm Elections,” at The Immanent


Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2011
“Off the Cuff: Summer Reading,” at The Immanent Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2011
“Oprah: The Gospel of an Icon,” at The Immanent Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2010
“Off the Cuff: Response to the 2010 Midterm Elections,” at The Immanent


Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2010
“Religious Knowledge: Response to the Pew Center Survey,” at The Immanent

Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2010
“Off the Cuff: Summer Reading,” at The Immanent Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2010
“Circling the Line: Religion and Secularisms,” at The Immanent Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2009
“Off the Cuff: Summer Reading,” at The Immanent Frame.  http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/
2009
“Religion of Fear Redux: Jason Bivins Responds,” at Religion in American

History blog.  http://usreligion.blogspot.com
2009
“More Democratic Virtues,” at Religion in American History blog.

http://usreligion.blogspot.com
2008
“RD10Q: Religion of Fear,” at Religion Dispatches.  www.religiondispatches.org.

2008
“The Politics We Deserve,” at Religion Dispatches.  www.religiondispatches.org.

2008
“The Cooling Embers,” at The Immanent Frame.

http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/ 
2008
“A Speck, a Fleck, and – Voila! – a Governor,” at The Immanent Frame.

http://www.ssrc.org/blogs/immanent_frame/ 
2006
“Response to the Baylor Institute Survey,” The News & Observer, Sunday,


October 1, 2006.

2006
“Religion in Bush’s America,” Sofia, May 2006.

2006
“Religion and Politics in Bush’s America,” WUNC, Durham, NC.

2004
Religion in the 2004 elections, NC News Network.

2004
“Religion and Politics since Martin Luther King, Jr.,” WUNC, Chapel Hill, NC.

Professional Organizations

American Academy of Religion

American Studies Association

American Society of Church History
Service
Professional:

Member, Editorial Board, American Religion (Indiana University Press)

Co-Editor: American Religions section of Religion Compass (Blackwell), 2008-13
Member, Scholarly Advisory Board, Religion in North Carolina Digital

Collection, Duke University, 2011-
Co-Chair: Law, Religion, and Culture Consultation, American Academy of Religion, 2003-06

Steering Committee: Law, Religion, and Culture Group, American Academy of Religion, 2000-2002, 2006-13

Arts Jury, American Academy of Religion, 2015-


Music and Religion Group, American Academy of Religion, 2015-


Sound as Religion Workshop, American Academy of Religion, 2015-

Consultant: Secularism Group, North American Association for the Study of Religion; Public Understanding of Religion Committee, American Academy of Religion
Honors Examiner, Swarthmore College, 2009, 2011-2013, 2015-2017
Departmental:

Associate Head, January 2005-11

Senior Adviser and Program Consultant in Religious Studies, 2008-

Chair of Religious Studies Curriculum Committee, 2005-

Head’s Advisory Committee, 2004-11, 2013-14

Coordinator of Religious Studies Colloquium Series, 2005-13

Outcomes Assessment Committee, 2002-11

Chair and Primary Author, Religious Studies Curriculum Revision Committee, 2005

College/University:

CHASS Reappointment, Promotion, and Tenure Committee 2014

CHASS Resource Allocation Committee, 2010

CHASS Teaching Awards Committee, 2009

Chair of committee evaluating CHASS Outstanding Junior Faculty Award


Nominations, 2004 (member, 2003)

Associate Membership in Graduate Faculty, 2003-

CHASS First Year Seminar Committee, 2002-2004

CHASS International Programs Committee, 2001-03, 2005-2012
4

